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Washington Highlights 


The Supreme Court has granted 
Texas and Louisiana additional 
time to file objections to a Govern- 
ment suit designed to set up Fed- 
eral jurisdiction over tidal oil lands 
off their coasts. Attorney General 
Clark recently asked the court for 
approval to bring suits against the 
two states as original actions, or, 
in other words, without trial in 
Federal lower courts. The Consti- 
tution grants the court original jur- 
isdiction in cases involving states. 
Clark also filed copies of the suits 
in which he called upon the tribun- 
al to declare Federal primary rights 
to “lands, minerals and other things 
underlying the Gulf of Mexico” 
touching the Texas and Louisiana 
coasts. In June of 1947, the high 
court ruled that the Federal Gov- 
ernment holds paramount rights 
and full dominion and power over 
tidelands along the California coast. 
Clark’s petition to the tribunal held 
that the same rule is applicable 
equally to the Gulf subsea beds and 
subsoil bordering Texas and Louis- 
iana coasts. Following the Attor- 
ney General’s request for permis- 
sion to file the new suits, the two 
states filed motions asking permis- 
sion to oppose his application. 
‘Clark’s petition to bring suit against 
(the two states in part said it has 
"been reported that both states have 
been entering into leases to exploit 
‘the rich offshore oil areas. It also 
‘said that officials in both states 
[have openly announced that they do 
“not consider the rule voiced in the 

/ California case as applicable to 
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lands beneath the Gulf of Mexico. 
In addition, the petition held that 
officials of the two states contem- 
plate a continuation of the various 
activities of the states in associa- 
tion with development of petroleum 
in the submerged lands. 


Senator Robert Taft of Ohio has 
won reelection as chairman of the 
Republican. policy committee by a 
vote of 28 to 4. Setator Wherry of 
Nebraska was elected GOP Senate 
floor leader by a like vote. 


The House Interstate Commerce 
Committee has gone on record as 
recommending United States aid in 
the development of oil fields in 
Mexico. Based upon a study of the 
Mexican petroleum industry, the 
committee suggested the develop- 
ment might include an oil line across 
the isthmus and gas lines from the 
oil fields to consuming areas in 
Mexico and the United States. Also 
suggested for development was a 
refinery on the west coast of Mex- 
ico to handle crude oil from the 
Mexican fields. The committee 
held that development of the fields 
south of the border would assist the 
economic progress of Mexico and 
make certain a supply of oil for the 
western hemisphere. It explained 
that the development should not 
await an emergency, but should be 
undertaken “when the stringencies 
of time and material are less se- 
vere, as at present.” 

A report of the committee indi- 
cated that several leading Ameri- 


can oil companies are close to agree- 
ment with the Mexican Govern- 
ment on development of petroleum 
in Mexico. The Government pro- 
posal evidently provides that the 
concerns would be reimbursed for 
capital expenditures out of 50 per 
cent of the gross production. In 
addition, they would receive an- 
other 13% per cent of the gross for 
their efforts and the risk involved. 


Walter Levy, ECA petroleum 
branch head, announced in Paris 
that France has progressed more 
rapidly in boosting oil refining pro- 
duction than any other European 
country. 


The Federal Power Commission 
announces that the Southern Coun- 
ties Gas Company of Los Angeles 
has requested FPC authority to 
build 35 miles of 16-inch natural 
gas pipeline in Riverside County, 
California. It would be part of the 
85-mile line to connect with the 
existing Texas-California line ‘near 
Moreno and to push on to San Die- 
go. San Diego Gas & Electric Com- 
pany would construct the remain- 
ing 50 miles of the proposed gas 
carrier, which would be situated in 
San Diego County. 


By an almost unanimous decision, 
the Supreme Court went on record 
as upholding the so-called “right to 
work” or “little Taft-Hartley” state 
laws prohibiting the closed shop. 
Such laws are in effect in ‘16 states. 
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© Following the initial run and first 
turnaround of the Aurora Gasoline 
Company’s UOP Improved Fluid 
Catalytic Cracking Unit, the above 
figures were reported as proof of 
the unit’s advantages. Now, after 
completion of the second run and 
second turn-around, here’s further 
proof! 

With a total of 324 days on stream, 
shutdown time was only 79 hours 
---or a fraction over three days. 


LABORATORIES: RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS 
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Again, normal operating and main- 
tenance personnel accomplished the 
turnaround, recording only 1,677 
man hours. And operating efficiency 
was measured at 98.5 percent. Com- 
bined with the statistics of the unit’s 
first run, this shows an overall effi- 
ciency of 96.1 percent since it was 
placed in service. 

Interested in improving your own 
refining efficiency? Take a tip from 
Aurora’s record. 


UNIVERSAL OIL PRODUCTS COMPANY 


® General Offices: 310 S. MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS, U.S.A. 
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The story of the formation of 
crude petroleums and natural gas 
is not only an intriguing, scientific 
puzzle, or rather a series of scien- 
tific puzzles of general chemical and 
geological interest, but it is of the 
greatest practical importance to pe- 
troleum geologists. If we knew the 
entire story it would enable us to 
understand why large continental 
areas are entirely without accumu- 
lations of petroleum of commercial 
importance and why, in certain 
areas, perfectly good _ geological 
structures favorable to the accumu- 
lation of petroleum have been drill- 
ed and not petroleum or natural gas 
whatever has been found. A great 
deal of geological and chemical 
“knowledge has been accumulated, 
particularly in recent years, and 
some of the questions in regard to 
the origin of petroleum and natural 
gas can now be definitely answered; 
other facts still await definite or 
plausible answers. Our knowledge 
of the subject to date represents a 
vast amount of investigation by a 
great many able chemists, geolo- 
gists and others, and the general 
overall problem still includes many 
unsolved questions, the answer to 
which will require much more work 
and the best thought of the best 
i minds. 


I believe that our present knowl- 
edge enables us to draw certain 
conclusions which should be help- 
ful to petroleum geologists and 
should be helpful to chemists and 
refiners in understanding the nature 
of crude petroleums with which 
they have to work. It is not too 
much to say that study of this prob- 
lem now enables us to predict with 
_fair assurance the nature of a crude 
‘petroleum which might be expected 
‘when drilling to various depths into 
\oil-producing strata of different geo- 

logical ages. If it is known before- 
_ hand at about what depth a particu- 
lar producing sand is to be expect- 
ed, we may be reasonably sure of 
the kind of crude we will find. There 
®are some exceptions to this and the 
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The Origin of Petroleum in the . - — = 
Light of Recent Research 


By Benjamin T. Brooks, 
Consulting Chemist, 
Chrysler Bldg., New York, N. Y. 


reasons for these exceptions are 
also significant and are part of the 
story. 

The following diagram indicates 
approximately what the distribution 
of carbon is in the lithosphere (Fig. 
1), which is as far as our knowl- 
edge goes. The relative proportions 
of carbon locked up in carbonate 
rocks, particularly limestones and 
dolomites, coal and petroleum, is 
roughly indicated. The carbon in 
oil shale was overlooked but should 
be a figure somewhat greater than 
that for oil. The source of the car- 
bon dioxide before it was locked up 
in these carbonate rocks and, 
through animal and plant organ- 
isms, in oil shale, coal and petro- 
leum is another story involving the 
source and nature of the earth’s 
primitive atmosphere. 

It is apparent that no figures for 
these quantities of carbon can be 
really accurate but their relative 
magnitude approximately, is as fol- 
lows: 

Carbon in carbonate rocks .2,310,000 

Carbon as CO: and CO: 

in sea water 
Carbon in coal 


Carbon as CO; in air .... 68. 
Carbon in petroleum 


—— 
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Fig. -1. 
ing to J. G. Bennett. 
I. Carbonate rocks. 
1. CO. in Seat water. 2. Coal. 
in atmosphere. 4, Petroleum. 





1864.89 





Distribution of carbon, accord- 
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The latter figure is based upon 
an estimate of the world’s known 
recoverable reserves made for the 
Government during the last war. 
The actual figure may be twice or 
three times this figure (or about 150 
billion barrels). 


Fundamental Geological Conditions 


Although the aspects of the ori- 
gin of petroleum and natural gas 
which we are discussing here are 
mainly chemical, we must first con- 
sider a little geological history and 
the fundamental conditions which 
geology imposes upon us in consid- 
ering the problem. Thus geology 


‘gives us the framework as to time, 


temperatures and pressures, the ori- 
ginal environment and present en- 
vironment, and probable nature of 
the original source material of pe- 
troleum, within which set of con- 
ditions we must work out the story 
of petroleum formation. 


Most of the theories proposed by 
chemists for the origin of petroleum 
and natural gas have neglected to 
take into account these fundamental 
conditions which have been by now 
firmly established by petroleum ge- 
ologists, and most of them must be 
rejected because they do violence to 
and cannot be reconciled with these 
fundamental conditions. As stated 
by Beeby Thompson (2), “In seek- 
ing the origin of petroleum one 
must not introduce extraordinary 
theories for its occasional occur- 
rence amongst unusual surround- 
ings, but consider only such views 
as will account for its extensive pro- 
duction and wide distribution by 
common processes of nature.” 


At this point we may refer to a 
simplified geological column, Fig. 
2, which shows the order in which 
the sedimentary rocks of the dif- 
ferent periods were laid down. By 
the study of radioactive minerals in 
intrusive rocks, such as pegmatites, 
we now know fairly accurately the 
age of these sedimentaries in terms 
of millions of years. Beginning 
with the top of the Cambrian series 


Page 3 

























HERE IS THE EASIEST, CHEAPEST AND FASTEST 
METHOD OF CONTROLLING MUD 


The Medearis Master Mud Mixer thoroughly mixes 
and transfers 300 gallons of mud per minute 
e through its 40 barrel capacity tank. When you use 
Pie Medearis Master Mud Mixer you are always 
___ assured of plenty of weight material to combat high 
| pressures or sufficient quantities of bulk material 
__ INSTANTLY AVAILABLE in case of lost circulation. 







Economical to operate and maintain, the Me- 
dearis Master Mud Mixer will cost you 1/10th 
the price of a regular mixing pump. 
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with an age of about four hundred 
million years, we come down to the 
most recent periods containing pe- 
troleum, to the Pliocene, geological- 
@iy very recent with an age of about 
ten to twelve million years. This 
simplified geological column is 
drawn to a scale proportional to 
time and bears no relation to the 
thickness of the strata in the vari 
ous series. Approximately  two- 
S thirds of our current oil production 
and known reserves occur in the 
Cretaceous and above. The reason 
for this is that by this time the con- 
tinental areas had become much 
more extensive and the erosion from 
these continental areas resulted in 
the deposition of thick marine sedi- 
ments, and where this erosion and 
deposition took place relatively rap- 
idly in lagoons or large basin areas 
or, in some cases, along shore lines, 
we then have the first basic require- 
ment for the ultimate production of 
petroleum and natural gas. 


There are three general types of 
organic matter found in large quan- 
tities practically throughout this 
geological column; they are, coal, 
the so-called kerogen in oil shales, 
and petroleum and_ natural gas. 
Coals are generally believed to have 
been derived from quite different 
source material than kerogen, pe- 
troleum and gas, and evidently were 
fresh water or marsh deposits de- 
rived from lush vegetation, and cel- 
lulose, lignins and resins constitute 
the principal source material. The 
original organic source material of 
kerogen, petroleum and natural gas, 
was laid down in marine and in 
fresh water sediments. 


The original organic source ma- 
terial which resulted in the forma- 
tion of kerogen and of petroleum 
and natural gas is still uncertain 
and may have varied somewhat. 
Shales, in general, are deep water 
deposits whereas sandstones and 
limestones are laid down at rela- 
tively shallow depths. It is a strik- 
ing fact that the so-called kerogen 
of oil shales has persisted, apparent- 
ly unchanged, from geologic times 
as remote in certain cases as the 
upper part of the Cambrian series, 
or about four hundred million years. 
In other words, there is no evidence 
that the temperatures and other 
conditions normally prevailing in 
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GEOLOGICAL AGE IN MILLIONS 
SCALE OF YEARS Om Fre.tps 
Quaternary 
PIE ( Caucasus, Iran, Irak 
Whosea California 
‘Sites 13 = 1 1 Gulf Coast Salt Domes 
Tertiary : 18 * 1.5 Venezuela, Colombia 
Oligocene Trinidad 
Eocene 34 = 2 . 
Poleocene 
57 = 1.5 ( Texas, East Texas 
Cretaceous Rodessa field 
85 Woodbine sand 
Mexico 
Mesozoic Jurassic 
165 
Triassic Palisades Uplift 
180 Watchung Mts. 
West Texas andv 
Permian Eastern New Mexico 
230 + 15 
U. S. Appalachian 
Carboniferous Michigan 
Illinois 
Devonian 300 Midcontinent 
Paleozoic 
Silurian 
Adirondacks 
370 = 30 Ohio-Indiana 
Ordovician Wilcox Sands of 
Midcontinent 
400 
Eozoic 
Cambrian 
535 = 25 
Kewenowan 














Fig. 2. Time or geologic age based upon a study by W. D. Urry and others from the 
study of radioactive minerals in pegmatite intrusions. 


any of these old strata has ever 
decomposed kerogen or converted 
it to oil. Most oil shales contain no 
petroleum whatever, and _ others 
only very minor proportions. Oil 
shales containing kerogen may be 
as much as four hundred million 
years old, as the New Brunswick 
oil shale, (9) or the extensive black 
shales of New York, Ohio and 
Michigan, which are Devonian. Yet 
petroleums may be as recent as the 
Pliocene as, for example, those from 
the Midway fields of California. The 
original organic source material of 
both oil shale and petroleum was at 
least associated with, and probably 
derived from, at least in part, green 
algae, since Treibs (28) has found 


chlorophyll porphyrine in all oil 
shales examined by him and in all 
petroleums containing asphalt or, 
in other words, in all petroleums 
not purified by selective adsorption 
during migration. This discovery 
of chlorophyll porphyrins is un- 
doubtedly the most important sin- 
gle discovery bearing upon the 
question of petroleum origin. It def- 
initely connects up both oil shales 
and petroleum with green algae and 
proves that both have never been 
at any time in their history sub- 
jected to high temperatures and, in 
agreement with other evidence, 
shows that the original organic 
source material was deposited suffi- 
ciently rapidly to seal in the organ- 
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It’s another new Diesel power unit—Waukesha’s latest and largest, 
the 6-LRDU—and here’s a copy of Bulletin 1480 
to tell you all about it. 


This heavy- duty unit has a vertical, six-cylinder, four-cycle, solid 
injection, compression ignition Diesel engine—8'-in. bore x 8'4-in. 
stroke, 2894 cu. in. displacement. Most unique is the patented 
combustion chamber, which burns all standard “high-speed Diesel 
fuels” of 45 cetane and above. Within its rated load and speed range 
combustion is smooth and quiet. No shudder, no smoke, no soot. 


The massive graphitic steel crankshaft has seven 514-in. main 
bearings. Cylinder block is a single casting; wet sleeve 

cylinders are hardened to 400 Brinell. American Bosch injection ! 
The large 4-cylinder cranking engine with its 20-30 hp. 

Output, gives easy, speedy starting even in coldest weather. 

Find out about all this Diesel’s special characteristics and 

its high fuel economy and low maintenance. 
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ic debris under anaerobic condi- 
tions. Certain oil shales studied by 
Treibs contain half as much chloro- 
phyll porphyrin material as can be 
derived from dried green leaves. All 
sorts of marine animal and vege- 
table life probably contributed to 
the organic debris deposited in the 
original ocean sediments. Several 
years ago, the American Petroleum 
Institute conducted extensive inves- 
tigations under the direction of 
Parker D. Trask into contemporary 
sediments currently being deposited 
in various parts of the oceans. These 
investigations found no petroleum 
in these sediments and not 
throw much light on the nature of 
the organic material contained in 


do 


them. The kerogen of oil shale is 
a highly complex material, evident- 
lv in a highly polymerized condi- 
tion as indicated by its insolubility 
in all organic solvents at ordinary 
temperatures. It can be extracted 
by solvents only at high tempera- 
tures at which it begins to be de 
composed. Fatty oils found in very 
recent deposits of decaying algae 
have been found to be already in a 
partly polymerized condition. 


As might be expected from con 
siderations of the original environ 
ment and original organic source 
material of kerogen, oil and_ gas, 
and coal, there are deposits of fos 
sil organic material which are dif- 
ficult to classify and fall in be 
tween the three typical major ma 
terials just named. Thus there are 
oil shales which are very rich in 
organic material yielding upwards 
of a hundred gallons of oil per ton 
and include the type of shales 
known as torbanites. Closely relat- 
ed these are the cannel coals 
which contain a high percentage of 
organic material yielding oils and 
paraffins by destructive distillation. 
In fact, the low temperature de- 
structive distillation of coals, par- 
ticularly those of the cannel coal 
type, yield distillates rich in paraf- 
fins and unsaturated hydrocarbons 
and, in general, such distillates are 
not very different from shale oil. 
Typical oil shale yields oil consist- 
ing mainly of paraffins, naphthenic 
hydrocarbons, and unsaturated hy- 
drocarbons, but also relatively large 
proportions of phenols, nitrogen 
bases, ammonia and sulfur deriva- 


to 
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tives. Typical petroleums also con- 
tain complex substances which are 
decomposed on heating to give phe- 
nols and sulfur derivatives such as 
the mercaptans, thio-ethers and thi- 
ophenes which are not present in 
the original crude but are decom- 
position products of thermo-labile 
complex substances in the crude. 
Similarly, crude petroleums contain 
complex nitrogenous material which 
is decomposed at moderate temper- 
atures to give nitrogen bases found, 
for example, in the kerosene dis- 
tillates in small proportions of all 
petroleums. Also, the naphthenic 
acids found in the distillates are al- 
most wholly formed by the decom- 
position of more complex material 
in the original crude oil. Cracked 
gasolines contain small proportions 
of phenols and these have some- 
been industrially recovered 
from cracked gasolines. The 
portions of these so-called impuri- 
ties, phenols, naphthenic acids, ni- 
trogen bases and sulfur derivatives, 
are much smaller in cracked gaso- 
line than in shale and distil- 
lates made by the low temperature 
carbonization of coal, but their pres- 
indicative of the same or 


times 
pre )- 


oils 


ence is 
similar substances in the crude ma- 
terials. 

The existence in crude petrole- 
ums of these thermo-labile complex 
substances which yield mercaptans 
and other sulfur derivatives, naph 
thenic acids, nitrogen bases, togeth- 
er with the presence of chlorophyll 
porphyrins show that petroleums 
have never been subjected to very 
high temperatures at any time dur- 
ing their history. (6) This chemi- 
cal evidence of low temperature 
history is consistent with the evi- 
dence of low temperatures derived 
from the actual measurement of 
bottom-hole temperatures in oil 
fields, the consideration of temper- 
ature gradients in oil fields and gen- 
eral geological considerations. 


Lack of Knowledge of Petroleum 
In Transition Stages 

Referring again to the simplified 
geological column, no petroleums or 
other bituminous material has been 
investigated chemically which is 
more recent than the Midway-Cali- 
fornia oils from Pliocene sands in 
California. In other words, there 
is at present a complete gap as re- 








gards the transformation of organic 
matter in contemporary sediments 
into petroleum, between the Plio- 
cene of about ten million years ago 
and the sediments now being de- 
posited. It should be expected that 
a satisfactory chemical history of 
this transformation could be found 
by the examination of organic ma- 
terial in intermediate states. Such 
material certainly exists and awaits 
study. The organic matter in the 
sediments is solid, or 
and has to be in order to be re 
tained in the sediments as they are 
laid down. Such material in inter- 
mediate stages, before it he- 
come fluid enough to flow, migrate 
and collect in so-called pools, would 
be disseminated through the geo 
logically recent sands or shale, and 
would have to be recovered by ex- 
traction. A few years ago, Donald 
C. Barton, (1) Petroleum Geologist 
of the Humble Oil Company, as a 
result of a study of Gulf Coast pe- 
troleums and the relations between 
their composition and - geological 
age and depth, arrived at this con- 
clusion merely by extrapolation 
when the data was plotted geogra 
phically. 

















































semi-solid, 


has 


The heavy, black, tarry oils in 
geologically recent tar sands should 
repay investigation as possibly be- 
ing petroleum in very early transi- 
tion stages of formation. At. some 
‘arly stages geologically recent na- 
tural bitumens might be expected 
to show a much higher content in 
organic acids than typical petro- 
leums. The observation of Pyhala 
(18) that in the case of two Rus- 
sian oils, the distillates showed 11 
to 12 times as much naphthenic 
acids as the original crudes suggests 
that determination of saponification 
numbers on crude petroleums, par- 
ticularly heavy naphthenic, geolo- 
gically recent oils and tars would 
probably show much higher saponi- 
fication numbers in the recent ma- 
terial. The organic nitrogen con- 
tent would also be of interest. There 
are reasons, mentioned later, for ex- 
pecting that such transition mater- 
ial would show substantial olefinic 
unsaturation, perhaps unsaturated 
fatty acids or their polymers. 


It has long been recognized that, 
in general, the light crudes contain- 
ing much gasoline and generally 
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paraffinic in type, are geologically 
much older than the heavy, asphal- 
tic crudes containing little or no 
gasoline. Barton’s study of the Gulf 
Coast oil was the first systematic 
investigation bearing on this point. 
Subsequent investigations in the 
Gulf Coast area have shown that 
the relations are not so simple as 
indicated but the general results or 
the average of the results are as 
shown by Barton.* In other areas, 
notably in Wyoming and Califor- 
nia, the relations found by Barton 
do not hold very well, but many 
of the apparent exceptions are due 
to changes in the crude oil by selec- 
tive adsorption in migration. 


Temperature In Oil Formation 

The subject of temperature as a 
factor in petroleum formation has 
been very frequently discussed since 
it was first suggested by Warren 
and Storer in 1863 and later in 1888 
by Engler, (10) that petroleums re- 
sulted from a destructive distilla- 
tion of fatty oils derived from fish 
or other marine life, but it has be- 
come increasingly difficult to recon- 
cile such a process with the chemi- 
cal and geological evidences of low 
temperature history. 

We now know a good deal con- 
cerning the individual hydrocarbons 
present in petroleums, particularly 
in the gasoline and lighter kerosene 
fractions. This information, which 
has largely been a result of about 
twenty years of investigation by the 
U. S. Bureau of Standards (19) as 
a research project financed by the 
American Petroleum Institute, is 
summarized in the following tables. 
(22) Consideration of the composi- 
tion of these gasolines permits the 
conclusion to be drawn that they 
are not equilibrilum mixtures cor- 
responding in composition to any 
particular thermal condition. 

The aromatic content of the gas- 
oline, distilled up to 180 C. from the 
same crudes is as follows: 

TABLE V 


Content of Aromatics in U. S. Straight- 
Run Gasolines (E. P. 180° C)* 


Aromatic Content 


Gasoline (% by weight) 
ORCA MOHIAL iN loasesic seth w da’ 9.8 
SE AN fie Ns Sas a 6 GAseig 10.4 
PEE SAS i os ova where 8.3 


Greendale-Kawkawlin, Mich. y fe 
Winkler, Texas 4 
Midway, Cal. 
Conroe, Texas 

*Possible deviations from the above fig- 

ures =0.2 to 0.5. 
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TABLE III 
Baoermmenciise9 Types in sakabancsdiie Run Gasoline 


Per Cent by Weight of 











Crude Oil End Point 

(°C.) Aromatics Naphthenes Paraffins 
Oklahoma City, Okla... ...550.55.. 5. 177 10 29 61 
OMIM CUMS < 2s es! 5 of0's coe thie eeavetee 150 9 35 56 
" OY apts se PEN nao Sls 210 12 37 49 
Davenport MMe iiakits ssh oebahore ss 150 8 28° 64 
; sp Vals Pitan Poe cs St rdee ag ak 210 11 28 61 
NIE MOR a og sen dst VR ARS Ae 159 6 42 52 
SPOR CUIMMN ©. oo ox :c55 Gsercvsgopnce akin a bee’ 150 22 21 57 
. Ba Pa ighst) Cine lore ete tee ne vine 210 18 21 61 
RNR se bc aera's x buts Bono Se 160 10 20 70 
a 2a S| or ere 151 10 50 40 
Kettleman Hills, MME eed see Cheon aN 151 8 45 47 
PG ON ica vies wee k's es 153 6 52 42 
Huntington PUG MORE Fossa cs oe es 155 7 49 44 
" de BOR Rs iy ees 210 11 ce 35 
Turner Valley Canada.............. 150 11 38 31 
ik ee lll eae anaes NOPD 200 15 35 50 








* This more recent data is presented i in paper now in preparation. 


TABLE IV 
Chemical ,Composition of Light Paraffin-Naphthene Fraction, 


40° to 102° C.'of U.S. ee Run Gasolines 


Percentage by Vol. 














Normal Cyclo- Cyclo- 
Gasoline Paraffins Isoparaffins pentanes hexanes 
ager 2)! re 35.7 20.5 23.4 20.4 
MN IRE aca craic ise es 24.7 27.3 26.0 22.0 
a! On ir 34.4 32.2 13.4 20.0 
Greendale-Kawkawlin, Mich. 63.1 13.2 8.0 15.7 
Winkier, Texas... ...:..... 9.5 61.6 8.4 20.5 
ls oe | 10.0 21.5 41.0 27.5 
Conree, VOXAB. 50.66 665.0 18.2 20.3 17.3 44.2 
TABLE VI 
iatiaininanisiin and Field Data for Selected Crudes 
Estimated 
Depth, Bottom Age in 
Field Source Producing Average Hole Million 
of Crude Sand Series Feet Temp. °F. Years* 
Ponca, Okla.. . Wilcox..... Middle Ordovician. . 3,872 139° 360-380 
East Texas...... -. Woodbine. .Cretaceous........ 3,300 146° 60-80 
Bradford, Pa... .. Bradford... Devonian Senne) 2,000 72° 300 
Greendale, Mich..... | ARREST, Middle Devonian. . 5,300 96° 300 
Winkler, Texas... Big Lime... Permian. . am 3,000 85° 200-230 
MAG WAY MOBS 0 os 6s ncn cs yg eee 2,050 115° 10-13 
Conroe, Texas... .Cockfield...Eocene............ 4,900 em 40-50 





* Based upon estimates by W. D. Urry and others from the study of radioactive minerals 


pegmatite intrusions. 





Dr. Frederick Rossini, under 
whose direction much of this analy- 
tical study was made, and in my 
opinion the analytical results are 
beyond question, has recently point- 
ed out that the relative proportions 
of certain selected groups of con- 
stituents correspond approximately 
to the proportions required by ther- 
mal equilibrium at about 400° C. or 
752° F. (20). Dr. Rossini stated 
that this would have to be taken 
into account in any theory of the 





formation of petroleum. However, 
the geological history and other 
chemical evidence must be taken 
into account. Also, it should be 
pointed out that when all of the 
analyses are taken into account, it 
is apparent that these gasolines do 
not represent thermal equilibrium 
mixtures. At temperatures below 
about 200° C. thermo dynamic con- 
siderations teach that the iso-paraf- 
fins are more stable than the nor- 
mal paraffins. Yet the gasoline frac- 
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tion from Michigan crude contains 
63.1 per cent of normal paraffins 
and 13.2 per cent of iso-paraf- 
fins. In contrast to this, the gaso- 
line from Winkler crude contains 
9.5 per cent normal paraffins and 
61.6 per cent of iso-paraffins. The 
gasoline from Yates, Texas, crude 
is reported to contain no normal 
paraffins. The Michigan crude is 
geologically much older than the 
Winkler crude and both are obtain- 
ed from wells whose bottom-hole 
temperatures are below 100° F. 


The above tables also show the 
greatest variation in the relative 
proportions of cyclopentanes and 
cyclohexanes and there is no sim- 
ple relation between the proportions 
of cyclohexanes and aromatic hy- 
drocarbons. There is no indication 
that the aromatic hydrocarbons 
have been derived from cyclohex- 
anes by catalytic dehydrogenation. 
It will be noted, that the gasoline 
from Conroe crude, containing 27.6 
per cent of aromatics is entirely 
out of line with all the other. stud- 


ied and is quite unlike gasolines 


from other crudes of similar geolo- 
gic age, depth of producing strata, 
and observed bottom-hole. tempera- 
tures. 


If petroleums were produced 
from the original organic source 
material by thermal action alone, 
then oils of similar age and similar 
temperature history should have 
the same composition, but this is 
not even approximately true. The 
following table gives the .approxi- 
mate age, observed bottom-hole 
temperatures and depth of the pro- 
ducing formation for the seven 
crudes investigated by the. Bureau 
of Standards. The highest bottom- 
hole temperature is that of the Con- 
roe field where the temperature at 
4900 foot depth is 172° F. In: the 
Permian basin of West Texas, the 
temperature is only 126° F. at 5,900 
feet below sea level. In the East 
Texas field, the producing forma- 
tion is the Woodbine sand of the 
Cretaceous producing from a depth 
of 3,300 feet below sea level and a 
bottom-hole temperature of about 
146° F. Oils of the Permian basin 
of West Texas are much older than 
either the Conroe or East Texas 
orls. , 

The’ temperature history of pe- 
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troleum begins with the tempera- 
ture at which the original source 
sediments are laid down in the 
ocean, probably an average of 60- 
70°F. As the deposits build up in 
thickness they serve as an insulat- 
ing blanket and in the course of 
time the temperature slowly rises 
as the thickness of the strata or 
depth increases. The temperature 
gradients in the various oil fields 
varies from about 50 feet to 100 feet 
for each increase in temperature of 
one degree Fahrenheit. (13) The 
present observed bottom-hole tem- 
peratures probably represent the 
maximum temperature for the en- 
tire geologic history of a particular 
producing formation, except in old 
regions which have been highly 
eroded and where the producing 
sands are now near the surface. Mc- 
Coy and Keyte (16) state that 
“most of the known oil fields sure- 
ly were formed at temperatures 
lower than 140°F.” Some of our 
most prolific fields yield oil from 
formations whose bottom-hole tem- 
peratures do not exceed 100° F. At 
Oklahoma City, a temperature of 
100° F. is found at 4,100 feet. 

Barton states: “The geologic his- 
tory of the Gulf Coast is relatively 
simple. It is quite impossible that 
the Gulf Coast crude oils which are 
now being produced have been sub- 
jected to temperature as (high as) 
100° C. Some of the crude oil from 
the deeper sands may have been 
subjected to temperatures as high, 
but not much higher than 70° C. 
Much of the crude oil cannot have 
been subjected to temperatures 
much higher than 50° C.—the nor- 
mal average crude oil is indigenous 
to the formation in which it is found 
and has not migrated up from great- 
er depth.” 

Since the straight run gasolines 
that have been most carefully an- 
alyzed are those noted in the above 
tables, the following data are given 
for these crudes: 


(Concluded in the next or 2nd Is- 
sue for January) 


AIME Annual Meeting in 
San: Francisco 

The 1949 annual meeting of the 
American Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineers will be 


held in San Francisco February 13 
to 17. This is only the second an- 
nual meeting to be held outside 
New York City, and under the 
chairmanship of Wm. Wallace 
Mein, Jr. plans are rapidly taking 
shape to make it an outstanding 
event. It is timed to coincide with 
the Centennial celebration of the 
California gold rush. Entertain- 
ment will be in traditional San 
Francisco style, with a social pro- 
gram of more than usual interest. 
Mrs. H. Robinson Plate, chairman 
of the Woman’s Auxiliary, prom- 
ises the ladies a time to remember. 


Technical sessions and luncheons 
will be held for all Divisions of the 
Institute, with papers promised by 
many men who are leaders in their 
specialties. Proposed field trips in- 
clude Kettleman Hills and the Rio 
Vista Gas Field, Grass Valley and 
the Yuba gold fields, the Perman- 
ente cement plant, and a post-con- 
vention tour to Hawaii. An attend- 
ance of several thousand is expect- 
ed. 


Headquarters will be at the 
Fairmont Hotel. AIME members 
who have not yet made arrange- 
ments should write for hotel reser- 
vations to AIME Housing Bureau, 
Room 200, 61 Grove Street, San 
Francisco 2. Give a first and second 
choice of hotels, and enclose a de- 
posit of $5.00 per person or $10.00 
per room. Some informal get-to- 
gethers are scheduled for Sunday 
February 13, and registration starts 
Monday morning. 


Union Pacific Issues New 
Memorandum of Increased 
Rates 


Union Pacific Railroad Company 
has just published a very complete 
Memorandum on the Tariff of In- 
creased Rates. The booklet is over 
61 pages, and contains a map of 
the United States showing bound- 
ary lines of various increase terri- 
tories. 


The booklet is available to in- ~ 
terested parties by writing to the 
Freight Traffic Department of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Co., 15th 
& Dodge Streets, Omaha 2, Ne- 
braska. 
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Colorado—Idaho—Montana—New Mexico—Utah—Wyoming—Western Canada 


Feature coverage of Rocky 
Mountain Area and Western Can- 
ada drilling, production and refin- 
ing activities is inaugurated with 
this 


torial 


issue. This expansion of edi- 


and circulation coverage 
meets a long felt need by oil men 
for timely and accurate coverage of 


news in these important areas. 
Irving Garbutt, oil editor, Casper 
Tribune-Herald will report field and 
other 
news. He brings to his assignment 


refining developments, and 


an extensive background of news- 


paper experience and an_ under- 
standing of oilfield news. His daily 
oil column in the Casper Herald- 
Tribune is widely read. A native 
of Fort Collins, Colo., Garbutt has 
spent most of his life in the Rocky 
Mountain Area, particularly in Wy- 
oming and his reporting on oil in- 
dustry developments will be made 
with a thorough understanding of 
this section of the country. 

1948 has been the biggest oil ex- 


ploration and producing year in the 


history of the Rocky Mountain 
Area. Western Canada has also 
held attention. The proximity of 


these developments to the Pacific 
Coast merit constant attention by 
executive and engineer. As of De- 
cember 31, 1947, the reported crude 
oil reserves for Wyoming were 679,- 
311,000 bbls; Colorado,. 381,882,000 
bbls; Montana, 114,662,000. All of 
these estimates have been raised 
throughout 1948. These and many 
other factors indicating important 
future trends will be watched close- 
ly by the CALIFORNIA OIL 
WORLD as an added service to its 
readers. 
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The Rocky mountain region hit 
a new peak in production and new 
discoveries in 1948, with daily aver- 
age production climbing as high as 
225,000 barrels by late summer. For 
the second consecutive year, the re- 
gion topped the heydey of Salt 
Creek boom production in 1923, 
when Wyoming alone produced a 
total of nearly 44% million barrels 
during the year. 

Wyoming production in 1947 
barely nosed ahead of the previous 
peak of 1923. But in 1948, total 
production will be tallied some- 
where between 55 and 60 million 
barrels, and the trend of increased 
exploration and wildcatting is ex- 
pected to continue through 1949. 

Wyoming production had reach- 
ed a peak rate of nearly 165,000 
barrels per day, but this was trim- 
med down to about 140,000 barrels 
per day at year’s end. An over- 
supply of crude in the heavy, black 
oils was evident for the first time 





Irving Garbutt 


since the end of the war, and may 
have been partly responsible for 
nipping further price increases in 
the bud. Both Phillips Petroleum 
Co. and Sinclair Prairie Oil Co— 
major purchasers of crude in the 
Rocky mountain region — backed 
down from previously posted prices 
of $3 a barrel for 40 gravity crude, 
They returned to a top of $2.65 per 
barrel in mid-December. 

An excess of black oils led to re- 
stricted production in several fields 
in Wyoming’s Big Horn basin, and 
caused the shutdown of Ohio Oil 
Co.’s refinery at Lovell for a brief 
period. An estimated 25,000 barrels 
of heavy crude (testing 17-26 grav- 
ity, for the most part) were shut in 
for lack of market. This was attri- 
buted to a mild early winter in the 
middle west, reducing the demand 
for furnace oil for space heaters. 

The demand for black oil is ex- 
pected to pick up again in the sum- 
mer months when the road oiling 
program gets under way. 

At year’s end, industry spokes- 
men reported that production and 
demand had reached a balance in 
the Rocky mountain region for the 
first time since the end of the war, 
when unprecedented demand for 
petroleum products upset most fore- 
casts. 

Refinery expansion is beginning 
to catch up with oil production in 
the four-state region of Wyoming, 
Montana, Colorado, and Utah. 

Carter is completing a 20,000 bar- 
rel modern refinery at Billings, 
Mont., Continental’s plant at Bill- 
ings is also nearing completion. 
Standard of Indiana and Socony- 
Vacuum are completing modern ca- 
talytic cracking installations at Cas- 
per, and Texas Co.’s new cracking 
plant has been in operation nearly 
a year. Utah Oil Refining Co. has 
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started processing Rangely, Colo., 
crude at its new Salt Lake City, 
Utah, refinery. 

In the year ahead, the spotlight 
is expected to shift from Wyoming 
to new discoveries in Colorado and 
Utah, and the hottest lease play in 
the history of Montana is just get- 
ting into full swing. Continental 
Oil Co. recently acquired more than 
300,000 acres of fee leases extend- 
ing through 75 townships in cen- 
tral Montana, and Carter, Amerada 
and others are reported “holding 
cards” in the play. Leasing activ- 
ity is intense east of the Little 
Rocky mountains and on both sides 
of the Missouri river, and is rem- 
iniscent of the scramble for acreage 
in the southern half of the Powder 
River Basin of Wyoming last sum- 
mer. 

Rising production in Alberta, 
Canada, is also having its effect on 
the Rocky mountain states south of 
the border. There are 615 produc- 
ing wells reported in the prairie 
province, with the Leduc field ac- 
counting for nearly 22,000 barrels 
per day and Turner Valley, a little 
over 12,000 barrels. 

Increased production in Canada 
has crimped the market for Wyom- 
ing’s new Mush Creek field, in the 
northeast corner of the state. Tank 
car shipments from Mush Creek to 
British-American Oil Co.’s refinery 
at Moosejaw, Canada, had been run- 
ning as high as 800 barrels per day. 
These have been reduced consider- 
ably, and may be cut off altogether 
in 1949. The field, known as the 
“punchboard field” by reason of 
finding oil in stratigraphic traps (at 
about 4,000 feet) is now producing 
about 5,000 barrels of 34 to 42 grav- 
ity crude daily, most of which is 
processed in the small Carter and 
Grayco refineries at Newcastle. Car- 
ter just sold its Newcastle plant 
(2,000 barrels daily) to the Coop- 
erative Refinery association of Kan- 
sas City, which takes over the oper- 
ation on the first of the year. The 
Co-Op, which has 1,400 members 
in nine states, now has a refining 
capacity of 35,000 barrels per day. 

Wyoming rang the bell three 
times last year (1948) for oil news 
of national interest. 

1. The deepest flowing well in the 
world was brought in at West Poi- 





son Spider, near Casper, by Pure 
Oil Co., at a total depth of 14,309 
feet in the Frontier (Upper Cre- 
taceous) formation. It flowed 899 
barrels per day initially, through 
choke. 

2. First discovery of oil in the 
Mesa Verde formation (top of Up- 
per Cretaceous) in the Rocky moun- 
tain region was made by Pure Oil 
Co., in its first offset well at West 
Poison Spider. Drilled to 9,288 feet, 
the well flowed 2,150 barrels per 
day of 488 gravity oil through 
choke, initially. 

3. First discovery of oil at the 
other end of the geological scale, 
in the Cambrian formation, was 
made by Sinclair-Wyoming Oil Co. 
in the prolific Lost Soldier field in 
Sweetwater county, which now has 
a total of 15 oil sands to its credit 
since its discovery in 1916. The 
Cambrian find led to a number of 
other granite tests in the region 
during the last half of the year— 
none of which found production. 


To review some of the highlights 
of oil activities in the mountain re- 
gion at the close of the year: 

Pure is completing its Mesaverde 
discovery in the West Poison Spi- 
der field near Casper for a probable 
rate of 900 barrels per day. On a 
test just before Christmas, the well 
flowed 742 barrels in 18 hours, 
through partly closed two-inch 
valve. Pure has just announced a 
tentative location for a third well 
at West Poison Spider, to be drill- 
ed one mile west of the No. 1 dis- 
covery well (world’s deepest). It 
is expected to test the Mesaverde. 

Sinclair-W yoming Oil Co. is com- 
pleting a new well in the Cambrian 
zone at Lost Soldier. No. 111 “A” 
called the Cambrian at 5,354 feet, 
and the Pre-Cambrian at 6093. A 
drill stem test in the Cambrian re- 
covered 1,360 feet of oil and 540 
feet of oil and gas cut mud, 50% 
oil, in 4% hours thru one-fourth 
choke. A recent Cambrian comple- 
tion in the field, No. 13 Hughes “A”, 
produced 1,500 barrels per day af- 
ter acidizing. 


Stanolind Oil and Gas Co. is the 
latest operator to strike pay below 
the 10,000 foot level. The com- 





pany’s wildcat test at Beaver Creek 
in Fremont county, about 12 miles 
northwest of Big Sand Draw, flow- 
ed at the rate of eight barrels of 42 
gravity oil per hour on drill stem 
test in the top of the Tensleep 
(Pennsylvanian), between 10,445- 
10,465. The Tensleep was called at 
10,422, and the operator is now cor- 
ing hard, saturated Tensleep sand 
below 10,512. Stanolind has nine 
wells producing gas from the La- 
kota (lower Cretaceous) in its 15,- 
000 acre unit. 


Seaboard Oil Co. of Delaware, a 
newcomer to the region, struck a 
promising pay in a wildcat in the 
Little Sand Draw field, Hot Springs 
county, Wyoming, when a DST re- 
covered 1,170 feet of clean oil in 
one hour. The producing zone was 
in the Tensleep, logged at 6,056 ft. 
The well, located in section 2-44N- 
96W, previously made 4,770 feet of 
oil'in two hours in testing the Em- 
bar zone (Triassic). Earlier this 
year Seaboard discovered a new 
field at Silver Tip in Park county, 
west of Wyoming’s biggest field— 
Elk Basin. 

Ohio Oil Co. has found a new 
pay at Hatfield, in Carbon county. 
The company’s No. 4 Union Paci- 
fic railroad in section 35-20N-88W 
recovered 540 feet of 35 gravity oil 
from the Nugget sand, topped at 
4,328 feet, with natural gas at the 
rate of one million cubic feet daily. 
This was the first indication of com- 
mercial production in the Nugget 
(basal Sundance-Jurassic age) in 
the field, which became an impor- 
tant Tensleep sand producer in the 
fall of 1947. The gas may be used 
to augment a critical supply for the 
town of Rawlins. 





Argo Oil Corp. is completing its 
Madison discovery well in the Ham- 
ilton Dome field near Thermopolis, 
one of Wyoming’s biggest black 
oil fields with production coming 
from the Tensleep. The latest test 
of the Madison (Mississippian) _ 
flowed at the rate of 35 barrels of 
16 gravity oil per hour, logging the 
formation at 3,105 feet. The dis- 
covery adds immensely to the re- 
serves of the field, although there 
is now a surplus of black oil in the 
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field. Argo, Empire State Oil Co., 
Phebus Oil Co., and Westates Pe- 
troleum Corp., have production 
from the Embar and _ Tensleep 
zones, and the total production of 
the field is set at 6,600 barrels per 
day at present, with a potential of 
10,000 barrels. 


Testing continues at the interest- 
ing Dove Creek, Colo., discovery 
in the “four corners” region of 
southwestern Colorado and adjoin- 
ing portions of Arizona, New Mex- 
ico and Utah, which has led to a 
sensational lease play in this sec- 
tion. 

Western Natural Gas Co., Byrd- 
Frost, Inc., and associates recover- 
ed 265 barrels of 69 gravity oil daily 
with a gas-oil ratio of 6,509 cubic 
feet per barrel in a 24 hour test re- 
cently. The well has been shut in 
pending marketing arrangements 
for the gas and condensate. Acre- 
age purchases running as high as 
$100 per acre with 7% per cent over- 
ride have been reported in the area. 
(Discovery well: No. 1 Driscoll, 
CNY% NE NW 3-38N-19W, Monte- 
zuma county, Colorado). 


Amerada Petroleum Corp. is re- 
ported testing its wildcat on the 
northwest side of the Salt Basin, 
Utah (Green River unit), which 
press reports recently hailed as the 
fourth discovery of oil in Utah. Re- 
ports of high gas volumes, with 
condensate, and high pressures, 
have run the gamut of oil circles, 
but the well is carried as a tight 
hole. Total depth is 5,645, prob- 
ably in the Pennsylvanian, and the 
test is ringed by lease blocks held 
by major and independent operators 
throughout the Salt Basin. 


British-American Oil Corp., holds 
high hopes for its wildcat test at 
Clark’s Fork, Mont., northwest of 
Wyoming’s Elk Basin field. A drill 
stem test in the Lakota, 7550-7564, 
recovered gas at an estimated rate 
of one million cubic feet daily, and 
105 feet of distillate cut mud. Top 
of the Lakota was logged at 7,550 
feet. The well (No. 1 Govt., C NE- 


NE 26-9S-22E, Carbon county, 
Montana) will be drilled to the 
Madison. 
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General Petroleum has buttoned 
up its gas discovery at the Pagoda 
anticline in Routt county, Colo- 
rado (section 34-4N-89W), which 
made 7,700,000 cubic feet of gas 
daily from the Shinarump forma- 
tion. Further tests will be made in 
the spring. 

An amusing incident of town lot 
drilling—the first in Denver—oc- 
curred when Henry W. Thibault, 
self-styled wildcatter of the old 
school, predicted he would have oil 
by Christmas day on a tract of land 
surrounding the intersection of 
West Ohio avenue and South Wy- 
andot st. The plot is already much 
hattle-scarred by legal buffeting 
among the state land office, city of- 
ficials, and complaining neighbors. 
The city building inspector order- 
ed Thibault to cease drilling be- 
cause the land lies in a residential 
“B” zone, but the driller defied the 
order, saying he held an oil and gas 
lease from the state land office. 
“This land I leased from the state,” 
said Thibault. “The city building 
inspector has nothing to say about 
its oil and gas rights. In fact, he’s 
trespassing when he comes out 
here.” At last reports, Denver was 
still awaiting a “gusher.” 


PERSONAL MENTION — W 
H. Ferguson, executive vice presi- 
dent of Continental Oil Co., plans 
to retire Feb. 1, 1949. He will be 
succeeded by E. F. Battson, a Con- 
tinental vice president now residing 
in New York City. The latter start- 
ed with Continental in the market- 
ing department at Salt Lake City 
in 1922. 

S. W. (Red) Hardison, Rocky 
mountain division manager for 
General Petroleum, plans to retire 
about the first of the year. Form- 
erly division production head for 
the company in California, he set 
up the Rocky mountain division in 
1935. Under his direction the com- 
pany has become one of the most 
active operators in the Rocky moun- 
tain region. 

Casper Oil Scouts entertained 
more than 400 couples at their an- 
nual dinner dance Dec. 19. The 
program was arranged by L. M. 
McCord of Shell Oil Co. Bill Quig- 
ley of Cities Service is head of the 


Rocky Mountain Oil Scouts asgo. 
ciation, which holds a weekly scoy 
check in Casper. 

Glenn E. Nielson of the Husky 
Refining Co., at Cody, Wyo., has 
been appointed to membership op 
the National Petroleum Councilor 
1949, announced Secretary of the 
Interior Krug. Other new members 
are M. H. Robineau, Frontier Re. 
fining Co., Denver, and R. S. Shan. 
non, -Pioneer Oil Corp., Denver, 
The group advises the federal goy- 
ernment on oil and gas matters. 


MONTANA— 

Montana production remained 
steady at about 26,000 barrels daily 
during 1948. ; 

The ratio of wildcat discoveries 
was one in six drilled. Out of 3 
new ventures, five were completed 
for commercial oil production, 
There were about 275 pool wells 
drilled to completion in Montana 
last year, of which 186 were oil 
wells and 30 gas wells. 

These are preliminary, unofficial 
figures pending final tabulations for 
the last half of December. 


Probably the most important new 
discovery was Amerada and Gen- 
eral Petroleum’s joint venture in the 
Melstone area, Musselshell county. 
No. 1 Hougan, in section 23-10N- 
29E, flowed 655 barrels of 35 grav- 
ity oil in 24 hours through choke 
from the Kibbey sand, 4185-4229. 
A second well flowed from the same 
formation and is being deepened 
for a test of lower zones. The dis- 
covery launched an extensive lease 
play in this area. 

The Texas Co. brought in a 238- 
barrel well at Ragged Point, Mus- 
selshell county (5-11N-30E), with 
production from the Kibbey sand 
between 4380-4457. The well was 
drilled to the Madison at 6312, and 
three wells to the same_ horizon 
were failures. 

Texas Co. also made a discovery 
at Big Wall, in Musselshell coun- 
ty, when its No. 1-B Northern Pa- 
cific railroad in 19-10N-27E pumped 
20 barrels of 32 gravity oil in 24 
hours from the Kibbey, between 
3098-3105. An extension one-half 
mile northeast of the discovery 
made a flowing well in the lower 
Amsden and another one-half mile 
southwest also flowed oil from the 
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Amsden. An offset to the discovery 
was dry in the Kibbey. 

Most recent discovery was R. M. 
Amick’s No. 3 NPRR at Woman’s 
Pocket, Golden Valley county (29- 
§N-21E), which flowed an estimat- 
ed 40 barrels of 20 gravity oil from 
the Ellis and Amsden sands_be- 
tween 2020-2119 feet. Tests are 
continuing at the well and develop- 
ment drilling is expected to follow. 

Montana registered two new 
pays. 

Texas Co.’s No. 1 Zoerb in Big 
Wall, Musselshell county, flowed 
75 barrels of 31.5 gravity oil in 24 
hours through 12/64 choke from the 
Lower Amsden, lobbed between 
2818-2820 feet. A second flowing 
well was completed one mile south- 
west of the new pay. Prospects are 
that the Amsden will be more pro- 
ductive than the Kibbey sand in 
the field. 

In northwest Elk Basin, Carbon 
county, Sinclair Wyoming Oil Co. 
found production in the Lakota be- 
tween 4598-4634 feet. No. 2 H. G. 
Wilkins (28-9S-23E) flowed 504 
barrels of 49.5 gravity oil daily thru 
24/64 inch choke. The producing 
area is considered small. 


COLORADO— 

Colorado’s oil production jumped 
from 57,000 to around 67,000 bar- 
rels of crude daily at the close of 
1948. The increase was due largely 
to completion of a new pipeline 
from the Rangely field in north- 
western Colorado to refineries at 
Salt Lake City. 

Prior to completion of the pipe- 
line, Rangely wells had been cut 
back to an average of 74 barrels per 
day. The field is now. producing 
approximately 55,000 barrels of oil 
daily, ranking as the biggest field 
in the Rocky mountain region. 

Out of 41 wildcat tests drilled 
last year, Colorado chalked up two 
new oil wells and two gas wells. 
A total of 162 pool wells were com- 
pleted: 148 for oil, five for gas, and 
nine dry holes. 

Most important development, 
from the regional standpoint, was 
the recent discovery of oil at Dove 
creek, Montezuma county, in the 
“four corners” region of southwest- 
ern Colorado. The well, No. 1 Dris- 
coll (3-38N-19W), operated by 
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Westn. Natural Gas Co., and Byrd- 
Frost, Inc., flowed an average of 20 
barrels 68 gravity condensate per 
hour and five million cubic feet of 
gas daily thru %-inch choke from 
the Paradox formation, between 
5910-5934. 

Due to the large size of the struc- 
ture, development drilling is ex- 
pected to be rapid in 1949. 

Western Natural Gas and Byrd 
Frost also brought in a carbon di- 
oxide gas well, good for 30 million 
cubic feet of noninflammable gas, 
at McElmo, in Montezuma county 
(24-36N-18W). Production was 
from the Mississippian, between 
6915-6935 feet. Development of this 
field is dependent on the market 
for carbon dioxide gas. 

At the Pagoda anticline in Routt 
county, Colorado, General Petro- 
leum’s discovery in section 34-4N- 
S9W was completed for 7,700,000 
cubic feet of gas daily from the 
Shinarump zone between 3,957- 
4,037 feet. Additional testing of the 
structure is anticipated in 1949, 

The fourth discovery in Colorado 
was made by G. L. Reasor in See- 
ley dome, Rio Blanco county (26- 
3N-90W). It pumped about 10 bar- 
rels of 45 gravity crude daily from 
the Mancos shale between 2950- 
3445 feet. Two other wells failed 
to find production in this zone. 

Two new pays were also found 
in Colorado. 

The Texas Co. and Frontier Re- 
fining Co. found a pay in the Sun- 
dance between 6391-6407 feet at 
Maudlin Gulch in Moffat county 
(27-4N-95W), estimated good for 
150 barrels oil per day on the pump. 
A third well is in progress. Pre- 
vious production came from the 
Morrison. 

Western Natural Gas and Byrd- 
Frost found a small gas pay, esti 
mated at 500,000 cubic feet per dav, 
in the Shinarump at McEImo, in 
Montezuma county (25-36N-18W). 
It is believed noncommercial. 


UTAH— 

Considerable drilling develop- 
ment is anticipated in Utah this 
year as a result of the rush of op- 
erators to acquire leases: after the 
first commercial oil discovery in the 
state last year. 

Three oil discoveries were con- 
firmed in Utah during 1948, and a 


fourth wildcat test, Amerada’s 
Green River unit in section 2-22S- 
16E, Grand county, is rumored to 
be testing shows in the Paradox 
formation. No tops or tests have 
been released by the operator. 

Equity Oil Co. brought in the 
first commercial producer in a small 
structure in Ashley Valley near 
Vernal (23-5S-22E), which flowed 
8 bbls. of 34 gravity oil per hour 
thru 3% choke from the Weber sand 
of Pennsylvanian age, at total depth 
of 4,152 feet. Diversified lease hold- 
ings on the structure indicate rapid 
development this year. 

The first extension test at Ash- 
ley Valley, Crane-Griffith’s No. 1 
T. Hall in 23-5S-22E, flowed 502 
bbls. oil in the first 24 hours, at 
total depth 4122. Saturation was 
reported at 4,005 ft., in the lower 
Phosphoria. Weber was logged at 
4088. 

Western Natural Gas and Byrd- 
Frost, Inc., brought in a gas well 
testing 28 million cubic feet daily 
at Boundary Butte in 22-43S-22E, 
San Juan county. Production was 
from the Hermosa, between 5610- 
5660, after acidizing. 

The same operator tested gas at 
the rate of 9,000,000 cubic feet per 
day at No. 1 Navajo in section 25- 
43S-22E, Boundary Butte structure, 
at a plugged back depth of 4506, 
and a third extension test is under 
way in section 22. 

3oundary Butte furnished the 
only new pay for Utah last year 
when the discovery gas well pump- 
ed 110 barrels of oil in 24 hours 
from the Coconino between 1490- 
1514. 

Another possible commercial oil 
well is being tested by the Califor- 
nia Co., in Upper Valley, Garfield 
county (12-36S-1E). The well 
swabbed 130 barrels oil in 16 hours 
from a lime in the Pennsylvanian 
between 8,777 and 8,791 feet. It 
was later deepened to 8,857 feet, 
but started making water. 

Carbon dioxide gas discoveries 
were also made at Gordon creek 
in Carbon county, and at Bar-X, 
in Grand county. 

Several important wildcat tests - 
are under way as the year opens. 

Pure Oil Co. is drilling below 
1,128 feet at Northeast Salt Valley 
(2-23S-20E, Grand county), after 
overcoming circulation troubles. 
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Tide Water Associated is drilling 
a deep test on the south side of the 
Salt Basin, at Big Flat Unit (11- 
26S-19E), Grand county. 

Seaboard Oil Co., is drilling sand 
and shale below 6,349 feet at the 
Bitter Creek structure in section 
10-10S-22E, Uintah county. 

Carter’s fourth wildcat in the 
Uintah basin, spudded last Febru- 
ary, is still testing at No. 1 Ruth 
Nelson, near Vernal (33-5S-21E). 
It was drilled to a total depth of 
7,884, then plugged back to 7,025 
for further testing. Encouraging 
shows of oil and gas yielded mostly 
water on drill stem tests after per- 
forating and shooting several zones. 

Pacific Western’s No. 1 Unit at 
Teadale in 17-30S-6E, Wayne coun- 
ty, recovered a show of free oil in 
sample cuttings on a drill stem test 
taken from 660-785, and is now 
drilling below 2391. 

Pacific Western’s wildcat at 
Thompson, in Grand county (33- 
21S-21E), is now drilling below 
8,000 feet, with no shows reported 
to date. 


W YOMING— 

Wyoming completed the most 
successful year in its oil history 
with 16 new pool discoveries and 
16 new pay discoveries, in addition 
to important extensions of older 
fields. A number of companies new 
to the region entered into the lease 
play and development, many of 
them setting up district offices in 
Casper. 

The biggest lease play of the year 
centered in the Powder River basin 
of northeastern Wyoming and 
southern Montana. Continental Oil 
Co. led the field with an extensive 
checkerboard leasing of federal, 
state and fee lands throughout the 
south end of the basin in Converse 
and Campbell counties. 

The lease play swung to the west 
side of the Powder River basin fol- 
lowing discovery of oil in Contin- 
ental’s wildcat at Taylor-Sussex in 
Johnson county, 12 miles north of 
the Salt Creek field. 

Wyoming also led the region in 
exploration for 1948, and at year’s 
end there were still 53 seismograph 
crews and 12 gravity crews work- 
ing in the state. There were more 
crew-weeks worked by seismograph 
during the year than in any other 
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year in the history of the state, with 
shooting in every major basin area. 
Crews expected to continue work- 
ing through the winter months. 

Casper’s position as a refinery 
center was strengthened by the 
completion of the Wyco products 
pipe line from Casper to Denver a 
year ago. This line has been run- 
ning about 17,000 barrels of refined 
products daily from Casper’s three 
refineries (Standard of Indiana, So- 
cony-Vacuum and Texas) to the 
larger marketing area in Denver. 

Standard of Indiana is complet- 
ing remodeling on its 15,000 barrel 
Casper refinery, while Socony-Va- 
cuum is nearing completion of new 
cracking facilities at Casper. Texas 
Co. completed its new catalytic 
cracker a year ago. 

Wyoming’s crude oil production 
reached an all-time high of 163,000 
barrels daily last July. This figure 
was trimmed about 25,000 barrels 
daily in the fall, due to cutbacks 
caused by lack of market demand 
in the middlewest for fuel and fur- 
nace oil. The production figure was 
about 148,000 barrels per day at the 
end of the year, and total produc- 
tion for 1948 is expected to be 
around 55 million barrels. This com- 
pares to 45 million barrels in 1947. 

Out of 106 Wyoming wildcats 
completed last year, 29 were oil 
wells, three gas wells and 74 dry 
holes. 

A total of 465 pool wells were 
completed: 370 for oil, five for gas, 
and 90 failures. 

New field discoveries were Adon, 
Campbell county; Big Sandy, Car- 
bon county; Bridge Creek, Niobrara 
county; Fiddler, Skull Creek and 
Kuemmerle area, Weston county; 
Franks Fork, Heart Mountain and 
Silver Tip in Park county; Little 
Laramie, Albany county; North 
Danker, Park county; Sage Creek, 
Big Horn county; South Cole creek, 
Converse county; Taylor-Sussex, 
Johnson county; West Poison Spi- 
der, Natrona county, and Wildhorse 
Butte, Hot Springs county. 

New pays were found at Beaver 
Creek, East Allen Lake, Fourbear, 
Hamilton Dome, Hatfield, Little 
Buck Creek, Little Sand Draw, Lost 
Soldier, Medicine Bow, Pitchfork, 
Silver Tip, South Steamboat, West 
Poison Spider, Torchlight and 
Wertz fields. 


Ira H. Cram, formerly manager 
of exploration for Pure Oil Co., has 
been made vice president in charge 
of exploration for Continental Oj} 
Co., it was announced by L. F. Me. 
Collum, president. Mr. Cram will 
have the responsibility of directing 
all land, geological and geophysical 
activities of the company. 


Cram’s appointment is expected 
to coincide with plans of Continen- 
tal to-embark on a more venture- 
some exploration and_ wildcatting 
program in the Rocky mountain re- 
gion in 1949, As an executive of 
Pure Oil Co., Cram directed a bold 
and highly successful wildcatting 
program for that firm over a period 
of several years. 

Other changes in personnel an- 
nounced for Continental: 

W. C. MacMillan was made vice 
president and administrative assist- 
ant to Mr. McCollum and will con- 
tinue in charge of the production 
branch; Glenn C. Clark was ap- 
pointed senior staff geologist; J. A, 
Culbertson, chief geologist, and E. 
W. Webb, manager of production, 
H. F. Nabors, district production 
superintendent for the company at 
Thermopolis, Wyo., was made as- 
sistant regional manager at Hous- 
ton, Tex. 

Seaboard Oil Co. of Delaware has 
acquired Resolute Oil Co.’s inter- 
ests in the new Silver Tip field of 
Northwestern Wyoming for $3,000,- 
000. Julius C. Peters of Great Falls, 
Mont., owner of Resolute, divulged 
the transaction at year’s end and 
said he received a substantial over- 
riding royalty on the field’s produc- 
tion. 

Peters shared $350,000 of the pur- 
chase price with 12 of his employes 
and another $350,000 with Frank 
Book of Detroit and the W. R. 
Strain and Arthur W. Strain fami- 
lies of Great Falls. All are asso- 
ciated with him in other oil inter- 
ests. 

The Silver Tip field was discov- 
ered about a year ago by Seaboard 
on leases held by Peters. The com- 
pany held a 60 per cent interest, 
while Peters (Resolute) held 40 per 
cent. At least four major oil com- 
panies turned down the leases be- 
fore Seaboard undertook its devel- 
opment and brought in the discov- 
ery well. 
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HYDRA-LINE Appoints Ray 


Miller Chief Hydraulic 
Engineer 
= | The HYDRA- 
LINE _ Division 


of Johnston En- 
terprises an- 
nounces that Ray 
Miller has been 
made Chief Hy- 
draulic Engineer. 
Mr. Miller is a hydraulic engineer 
with many years experience who 
obtained his technical training and 
basic engineering experience at 
Wayne University, Detroit. He 
spent ten years with Vickers, Inc., 
as Chief of the Control Design 
Group and is responsible for many 
of the precision hydraulic controls 
for direction, position, pressure and 
sequence which are used in the ma- 
chine tool industry. Mr. Miller’s 
background also includes experience 
with Bendix where he directed the 
development of precise aircraft hy- 
draulic controls during the war. In 
his present position he will direct 
the hydraulic division of HYDRA- 
LINE’s engineering group. 








Ray Miller 


Fred V. Gordon, California vet- 
eran oil producer, has returned to 
Los Angeles from a vacation trip 
in San Francisco. 


Frank Claire, Southern California 
Gas Company, was the recent re- 
cipient of a handsome Hamilton 
Wrist watch from the Delano Elks 
Lodge. The lodge is one of 12 he 
Visits as District Deputy Grand Ex- 
alted Ruler. 


Clifford W. Lord, widely known 
in the California oil industry, has 
been elected vice president in 
charge of all Pacific Coast ware- 
houses of the United States Steel 
Supply Company. The company is 
a warehousing subsidy of United 
States Steel. 
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I. M. Hemphill, manager of 
Shell’s Martinez refinery retired 
December 31, according to an an- 
nouncement by F. S. Clulow, vice 
president, San Francisco. His well- 
earned retirement closes a 34-year 
record of service with Shell, Clulow 
said. 

Hemphill started with the Com- 
pany at Martinez in 1915 and was 
manager of the distillation depart- 
ment for 13 years before becoming 
superintendent of Shell’s New Or- 
leans refinery for a year. From 
1929 to 1942 he was at the Com- 
pany’s Wilmington refinery in 
Southern California where he was 
appointed manager in 1935. He re- 
turned to Martinez as refinery man- 
ager in 1942, 

Hemphill was succeeded by J. A. 
Tench who has been superinten- 
dent of the plant for the past two 
vears. Dr. R. C. Barton was trans- 
ferred from Shell’s Wilmington re- 
finery to fill the vacancy created by 
Tench’s promotion. 


Tench brings more than 17 years’ 
manufacturing and administrative 
experience to his new position. He 
has held various technical and man- 
agerial positions in Shell’s Califor- 
nia refineries and was appointed 
superintendent at Martinez in 1946. 


Barton is not a newcomer to Mar- 
tinez, having worked at the refin- 
ery for about 7 years since 1934, 
during which time he held various 
operating and technical managerial 
assignments. For the past 6 months 
he has been assistant superinten- 
dent at Wilmington refinery. 


Julius Beck, long identified with 
the oil business, is returning to the 
oil tool supply trade at Signal Hill. 
He is understood to have plans 
drawn for a new building at Cher- 
ry avenue and Willow street on the 
hill. 





Mill Advanced by 
National Supply 

Fred W. Mill became Division 
Controller of The National Supply 
Company, Torrance, California, on 
January 1, according to an an- 
nouncement by E. H. Thorsteinson, 
Vice President and Controller. 

Mr. Mill has been with the com- 
pany since 1917. He started with 
the Torrance Plant as Timekeeper 
and progressed through other ac- 
counting activities until 1944 when 
he was appointed Assistant Divi- 
sion Controller. 





Fred W. Mill 


In 1945 Mr. Mill was transferred 
to the Executive Offices in Pitts- 
burgh as General Supervisor of 
Plant Accounting, and in 1947 he 
became General Plant Controller. 
He takes over the duties of A. E. 
Witt, who retired on December 31. 


The March of Dime drive in Los © 
Angeles County has been under the 
direction of R. L. Minckler, presi- 
dent of General Petroleum Corpor- 
ation. The drive winds up January 
31. 
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Winder Elected Vice President 
and Sales Manager 
Chiksan Company 

Chiksan Company, Brea, Calif., 
recently announced that effective 
January 1, 1949, Mr. C. R. Winder 
was elected vice president and sales 
manager. Mr. Winder has also 
been elected vice president and 
sales manager of Chiksan Export 
Co. 

Mr. Winder has been transferred 
from Well Equipment Mfg. Corp., 
Houston, Texas, a Chiksan subsid- 
iary, where he has served in the 
same capacity for the past three 
years. The new assignment brings 
him back to Chiksan headquarters 
where he was a member of the 
Sales Department prior to his tour 
of duty with WECO. 

T. T. Word, Jr., assistant sales 
manager of Well Equipment Mfg. 
Corp. became sales manager of this 
company. Mr. Word has been as- 
sistant sales manager and a mem- 
ber of the WECO sales organiza- 
tion for a number of years. 

Mr. Winder replaced L. J. Laird, 


whose resignation from Chiksan 
Company also became effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1949. 





As a result of the housing short- 
age, the availability of lovely apart- 
ments will be of interest to many 
of the subscribers to California Oil 
World. 

J. H. Bryson, father of “Sent” 
Bryson, well known to California 
oil operators, has just completed a 
very beautiful eleven double unit 
apartment located on Alamitos Bay 
Peninsula, northeast corner. of 
East Ocean Blvd. and 63 Place in 
Long Beach. These apartments are 
available at moderate rental and 
have all modern conveniences. 


Reese Hale Taylor Jr., son of the 
Union Oil Company executive, and 
Miss Lucille Ann Langdon were 
married in Santa Monica. They 
spent their honeymoon in Havana, 
Cuba. 


Texaco’s John R. Lutz at San 
Francisco has been spending Sun- 
days as Major Lutz of the Air 
Force Reserves, flying out from 
Hamilton field. 
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Mrs. Catherine A. Smith of Whit- 
tier, California, wife of E. M. Smith, 
President of Globe Oil Tools Com- 
pany, met an untimely death in an 
automobile accident last Thursday, 
December 23, at Pico, California. 

Mrs. Smith was a passenger in 
a car driven by a friend, which col- 
lided with a Pacific Electric bus on 
East Whittier Boulevard. Wit- 
nesses to the accident stated that 
Mrs. Smith was killed instantly by 
the impact. 

Mr. Smith is a pioneer in the oil 
equipment field, enjoying a host of 
friends throughout the entire oil 
world, and is responsible in a very 
large measure for some of the most 
important improvements in oil field 
tools and equipment as well as prac- 
tices. 

Rosary was held for Mrs. Smith 
at 7:30 Sunday evening, December 
26, at the Lanier Mortuary. Mass 
was celebrated at St. Mary’s Church 
in Whittier at 10 o’clock Monday 
morning. Interment was in_ the 
Mausoleum at Calvary Cemetery, 
Los Angeles. 


Announcement of Nominees 
for Officers of the S. E. G. 

The Society of Exploration Geo- 
physicists, an international profes- 
sional organization of geophysicists 
engaged in the discovery and pro- 


Nomad Ted Sutter officiating at the induction of four new members to the Los Angeles 
Chapter of Nomads. Standing left to right: Robert W. Shira of Patterson-Ballagh; Donald 
O. Hanson of the Oil & Gas Journal; W. A. Thompson, Jr., of Petroleum Maintenance 
Co.; Ray W. Elliott of the Elliott Manufacturing Co., and Nomad Ted Sutter. 


duction of oil, natural gas and oth. 
er minerals, has announced nomi. 
nation of candidates for its execy. 
tive officers for 1949. Candidates 
for President of the society are Ap. 
drew Gilmour of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
and M. M. Slotnick of Houston, 
Texas. Gilmour is geophysicist 
with the Amerada Petroleum Cor. 
poration and Slotnick is geophysi- 
cist with the Humble Oil and Re. 
fining Company. Vice-presidential 
candidates are Roy L. Lay of The 
Texas Company, Houston, Texas, 
and George E. Wagoner of The 
Carter Oil Company at Shreveport 
Louisiana. Nominees for Secretary- 
Treasurer are Kenneth E. Burg, on 
the staff of Geophysical Service Ine. 
of Dallas, Texas, and Curtis H, 
Johnson, geophysicist with _ the 
General Petroleum Corporation at 
Los Angeles. Candidates for Edi- 
tor of GEOPHYSICS, the society’s 
journal, are Richard A. Geyer, re- 
search geophysicist with the Hum- 
ble Oil and Refining Company at 
Houston, and Sigmund Hammer, 
geophysicist with the Gulf Research 
and Development Company at 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

Results of the mail ballot will be 
announced at the Society’s annual 
meeting to be held in St. Louis next 
March, by L. L. Nettleton, retiring 
President. 





CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 






“Fi 
for t 
wish 
and « 

a 
were 
Xma 
we | 
them 
ed to 
still 
Our 
wate 
horn 
blink 

Gr 
Xma 
was 
lived 
happ 
well 
suffe 
mise 
long 

Tl 
jave 
new 
ity, 
deca 
turie 
with 
ing 
eart! 
men 
to r 
at 6 
dope 

Sl 
“Ma 
air 
forn 

Nat 

pulc 

fabr 
user 
larh; 
ne’s 

oil i 

in t 

Ker 

yea: 

sib] 


FIRS] 








oth- 
1Omi- 
XeCy- 
dates 
- An- 
10ma 
Ston, 
sicist 
Cor- 
hysi- 
Re. 
ntial 
The 
Xas, 
The 
‘port 
ary- 
r, On 
Ine. 

H. 
the 
n at 
Edi- 
ty’s 
Te 
um- 
y at 
ner, 
arch 
at 


| be 
dual 
ext 
ing 





les 
ald 
nce 


RLD 








“HAPPY NEW LOOK” in oil 
for the County called Kern is the 
wish of the season from every desk 
and derrick in the oilwig fraternity. 

“LOU” STEPHENS and friend 
were seen at the Inn just before 
Xmas but they escaped us before 
we had opportunities to engage 
them in oil conversation. We want- 
ed to know if Christmas Lane would 
still obtain at CCMO in Fellows. 
Our favorite used to be the old hot 
water tank deer with the welded 
horns or antlers and the blinkety 
blinking eyes. 

Greatest dispenser of 
Xmas” and “Happy New Year” 
was one, George Rumbold who 
lived to help others and make them 
happy. No one ever knew his own 
well being was beset with great 
suffering. Past year saw his de- 
mise and the sunshine maker is no 
longer at “CCMO.” 

THE JOSHUA WELL at Mo- 
jave might well point the way to 
new trails and traces of opportun- 
ity, just as the old Joshua Tree did 
decades ago, and as Joshua did cen- 
turies before us. BUT, at 900 feet 
with the fish hook hard bitten wait- 
ing a helping hand to ascend it, an 
earthquake sheered it asunder. Now 
men and cable tools are preparing 
to repairing. A negligible showing 
at 600 sent spirits higher . . . latest 
dope at the moment fortnight to 

SUZANNE HOWELL made the 
“Maid O’ Cotton” .. . and left by 
air for Memphis to be Miss Cali- 
fornia (Miss Kern County) at the 
National Cotton Council contest for 
pulchritude displaying sheer cotton 
fabrics. OIL INDUSTRY’s a big 
user of cotton, is interested particu- 
larly in Kern County since Suzan- 
ne’s “pa-Pah” is well known to the 
oil industry and as an active oilwig 
in the Fresno area before coming to 
Kern County. 
year’s end... is that 1400 is pos- 
sible maximum footage. 


“Merry 


FIRST ISSUE, JANUARY, 1949 





= 


GENERAL DRILLING’s Wal- 
ter F. Parker up from Los Angeles 
for a business visit to his old stamp- 
ing grounds, was cordial and con- 
genial in his merry greeting. He 
is Secretary Treasurer of the G. D. 
Company according to his card 
which also admits the firm as “OIL 
PRODUCERS.” “Most valuable 
Treasure” seems to be Mrs. Walter 
F. Parker his good wife who takes 
acknowledgment of Walter’s 
friends with deep courtesy and con- 
sideration, and accepts shop talk as 
a part of the routine of living. 

EDISON, where oil makes news 
everyday, is proud to make an- 
nouncement of its new postmaster 
(this is correct) Mrs. Virginia 
Flick who was installed as “acting 
Most mail deliveries, 


postmaster.” 
















however, go to those other than oil 
personnel. 

KERN OILFOLKS are always 
hunting regardless of the season, 
whether it be for oil or game. Pre- 
parations now are going on for 
duck and geese but despite the good 
outlook results are potential as us- 
ual. 

SPEAKING OF HUNTING re- 
minds us of bear which is also run- 
ning. And there is a gentleman, 
down or out, as your position may 
appear whilst reading this, at Wil- 
shire’s Desmonds who has always 
wanted to go hunting for mountain 
lion in the Kern country where the 
season is always open. Only thing 
holding him back is that we are not 
rugged enough to accompany him. 
Will some oilwig please get in 


ONLY KERN COUNTY can afford such a beginning for pheasant hunting. These oilwigs 
who asked that their name be withheld but okeyed the picture and cut caption report 
that some of the revenue from oil is poured back into fish and game promotion for the 
home boys at least for now, but all the hope of future years lies in the fact with 
certain continued cooperation from the brasshatwigs on Petroleum invitations will be 
in order come next season or two. Present scene is not far from Paloma’s big find 


in Oil as well as in Pheasants. 
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WESTERN OILFIELDS SUPPLY C 


SAVE TIME - EFFORT - MONEY! 


Inexpensive-Rapid Installation 


Your pipeline problems are solved in a hurry, when you call on 
WoSco! Just say where and when you want your rental pipeline 
for water, gas or oil. WoSco experts will install it, test it, pick 
it up when you say the word. Inaccessible locations and rough 
terrain are a WoSco specialty. 


Rental pumps for water lines now available. Three and four 
inch Victaulic-coupled lines available for immediate installa- 
tion. For further information on rental lines and pumps, phone 







or write... 
BAKERSFIELD FRESNO 
P. O. Box 391 510 Divisadero St. 
Phone 6-6724 Phone 2-1350 


Pipe For Every Farm and Oilfield Need 


0. 






touch with him as we need couga 
meat. 


JOHN W. DOUBENMIER 
Kern General Hospital Administra. 
tor, was host recently to a number 
of San Diegans interested in the 
manner by which the oil industry 
and the agricultural groups provide 
health facilities for their respective 
personnel .. . Incidentally Doubep. 
mier is doing a superb job at KGH 
according to oil operators and al- 
lied oil industry. Many an oilwork. 
er as well as oil producer are more 
than just grateful for the services 
available when needed and the need 
is qualified. 


TO HONOLULU AND MEX. 
ICO early in 1949 will go several 
chartered plane cruises, by a well 
known overseas National concern, 
filled with members of the oil fra- 
ternity. Purpose; mixed plans for 
business and recreation. Contact 
this column for the Kern contin- 
gents. 


DAYLIGHT saving has decreas- 
ed the score of golfwigs of the oil- 
gentry. The four o’clocks have been 
able to grab their woods and irons 
for “daylight” on nine holes and 
more as the calendar neared the 
shortest days of the year. It is not 
true that Prexy Charlie Lake plans 
FIDO (no fog) along the fairways 
at Stockdale, although he has the 
pipe necessary for its use. If fog 






































comes out Pierce Road and US 9 
where the new cloverleaf highway 
separation begins, it is possible a 
little drilling pool money might 
“fido” the area since the highway 
sprawls all around a number of va- 
rious supply firms. Some report, 
however, that business has_ been 
better as a result for the reason 
there is a safe and saner method of 
approach for service. 


THIS REMINDS US that Kern 
County’s county roads will get state 
funds for its own highways accord: 
ing to their primary and secondary 
classification, totaling $1,807,908. 
Apportionment to the county under 
the famous Collier-Burns act for 
the fiscal 1948-49 is expected to 
reach $1,165,612. For the whole 
state there will ~be -consideration 
given to an additional 360.91 miles 
of its own routes as an increase if 
ten years. In 1947, 2815.91 miles 
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of routes were approved by the 
commission. 

HARRY PHOENIX reported 
that a new franchise has been ap- 
proved for his Oilfields Trucking 
firm which covers a new area being 
developed beyond the former limits 
of carrier facilities. He has again 
plauded the new road through the 
Tehachapi mountains and has prom- 
ised a new story and more about his 
extension of oil goods from Kern 
to new markets. 

FOR TAFT this year to benefit 
the younger folks whose elders are 
in the oil business mostly, a fine 
Xmas present in the gift of USO 
Hall YOUTH CENTER for the 
Westside through the efforts of Su- 
pervisor A. W. NOON. 

POPULAR AS EVER and new 
too, as related before .. . the Bak- 
ersfield Inn Summer House . . . for 
a favor for the kids, the wife or 
lady ... even your prospective pur- 
chasing agent who thinks you want 
to sell him something. Joe and 
Gladys Buckley keep the shop... 
and the shop keeps them. 

WELL, A RICE BOWL for 


Kern caused no end of excitement 


ee 











Boiler Plant Eq ip t 


BOILER PLANT 





Compressor Plant Construction 





Completely automatic Oil Heating Plants 
Johns Manville Insulation 
Concrete Work 


Brick Work 
C. E. MANLEY, Manager 


‘OIL FIELD CONSTRUC 


of BAKERSFIELD 


Highway 99 West of Circle 








installed at Bakersfield 





“BEGINNING THE 173RD YEAR OF KERN” 
PADRE GARCES who came to Kern Coun- 
ty on May 7, 1776 is honored at the U.S. 
99 and Chester Avenue traffic circle Bak- 
erstield. State highway plans call for an 
underpass and wider circle of longer de- 


grees. The statue will have to be re- 
moved for a time. Meanwhile four major 
service stations will also be affected as 
centennial visitors round out their trip 
ihrough detour routes. At least once per 
week some truck spills its load ... all 
except oilwell supplies whose drivers 
seem better able to negotiate the traffic 
circle. 








for some oilsters the other night 
when Bill Leong opened his new 
chinese cafe on 18th street. 
Amongst the 178 we saw seated 
were 10% oilwigs who usually are 
seen at the Rose Bowl with the ten 
best seats. This year any bowl 
looks good until Pasadena adds 9000 
more cushions. 

RICHARD K. NEWMAN of 
Taft will head the Red Cross drive 
this year according to our friend 
TOM WOODWARD well known 
Consultant of the Oijl Industry. 
Last time we saw Dick Newman he 
was just 15 and we would not have 
even been interested if someone had 
said, “Red Cross Driveman in 1949. 

GENERAL PETROLEUM from 
the San Joaquin Valley met in Bak- 
ersfield Inn recently and to seven 
employees, at a testimonial dinner, 
went an engraved plaque and serv- 
ice pin to: ROBERT CANADY, 
HARRY B. HILLIS, WILLIAM 
M. PORTER, STANLEY C. 


WARD and ARTHUR N. ED- 
WARDS. Their combined employ- 
ment tallies 190 years of service 
with “GEEPEE.” Making the pre- 


sentations 
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Any TIME you have a fish in 


the hole, Remember—Bowen fishing experts are ready to help 


you...24 hours a day. 


and 


you need it. 


Phone 3-0750 


A complete stock of Bowen Tools is kept at EACH of 
six strategically located service stores, covering all active 
California fields. No wait- 
ing for equipment to be 
brought from a distance., 
You can count on this, 
quick and dependable 
fishing tool service when 
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tendents, D. G. KINGMAN and C. 
W. HOUSE. The gifts were ten- 
dered in person by PHIL BARRY, 
general chairman of ‘the event. 
Speaking at the dinner as guest 
was P. S. MAGRUDER, executive 
vice president. 

YOU WILL BE INTERESTED 
in knowing that Kern Airport is 
the finest that can be found any- 
where. Complete weather bureau, 
radio communication station, RA- 
DIO BEAM, Instrument Landing, 
Fully lighted at main airport, civ- 
ilian control tower. As the Na- 
tion’s first county owned airport 
system, Kern Airport has taken and 
maintained the leadership. IT HAS 
NOT COST the taxpayers anything 
as it has always been a self liquid- 
ating project. Kern County Cham- 
ber takes credit for its possibility 
as it operated it in 1927-29. There 
are 15 other county airports under 
the system. 

FINE KERN DUST on the 
rutted dirt road from the latest Ar- 
vin wildcat was churned up by car 
after car last week as scouts re- 
turned from a trying day to make 
a report on Wednesday. This is re- 
lated as a typical day in each week 





“SHE’S THE MAID O’ COTTON OIL RIGHT”... 


when thousands of men are walk- 
ing, driving, drilling, scouting and 
producing oil . . . and new oil too 
.. . for the lamps of Kern and the 
rest of the demands throughout the 
universe. All this is a part of the 
profit system which after figuring 
deductions has reached a new high 
of over ten billions. What an in- 
centive no matter how poor or rich 
we are. No matter if we make mil- 
lions or just ends meet, sometimes 
it is just as exciting. At anyrate 
we are not mad because our neigh- 
bor has a new car, but in some 
countries this would cause war or 
feuding. 

WHICH REMINDS US OF, 
(and this is the first time we ever 
did it) a poem by Edith Sitwell who 
recently visited us from England. 

“YET THE TIME will come 
To the heart’s dark slum, 

When the rich man’s gold and 
the rich man’s wheat 

grow in the street, 
starved may eat...” 

Literally of course this means, as 
we see it that all of us will be bet- 
ter off so that we can buy it... 
the more the rich man has the more 
we will get, or have ourselves... 


Will that the 





and believe it or not ... California's 


Maid of Cotton queen appearing at Memphis this month was attractive tawny-haired 
and honey blond SUZANNE HOWELL, center, whose father Oliver Howell has been 
recently appointed district manager of the newly established marketitig district head- 
quarters at Bakersfield ... SHELL OIL COMPANY. We congratulate them both... and 
SUZANNE won for California in a statewide contest of 25 maids this distinctive national 


honor. 


CHARLOTT HANKER (left): from VENTURA (more oil) area, and VIRGINIA 


BATES former U.S.C. student, now Hollywood model and 2nd and 3rd stand in Queens. 


All other 22 girls were awarded 4th place. 
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FRIEND BANDEROB of Be. 
ridge and his friendly wife wer 
County Seat guests one day las 
month and it was as it always has 
been and always will be, a pleas. 
antry of information exchanges as 
to the occasion and its purpose of 
the visit. Christmas shopping be. 
yond the limits of Belridge where 
quality of living and purchases are 
only outdone here by quantity and 
variety. At least both of them said, 
“this time the wind and the looge 
dust did not originate at Belridge 
because it blew in from the Arvin 
dusters . .. the fields and the wells 
or the roads to the wells that were 
rutted. 


WE DON’T KNOW what the 
score is anymore around this neck 
of the derricks when it comes the 
first of the new year. “Used’ to 
could tell.” All we get now isa 
handful of denials. First we hear 
that the Palomawigs deny and then 
they refuse to deny. But something 
may be happened-ing. As far as 
we are concerned everybody from 
“waydowneast” knows more about 
Paloma than any of us oilwigs do 
here around our parts. 

PERSONALLY, THE FARM- 
ERS who may not be able to write 
off their capital investment, (say 
nothing of their gains) may wish 
that if cotton quotas OBTAIN and 
that is correct and good.-terminol- 
ogy ... they just kind of hope one 
of those Paloma folks will buy a 
cotton mill all by himself and start 
spinning . just as he said he 
might some day if he could do it 
by himself and not have to make 
any of his friends (as stockholders) 
suffer. 

EVERYBODY SEEMS TO BE 
ABOUT half dusty these days. A 
local yokel has written substantial 
ly in part as follows: “ “TWAS 
THE NITE B 4 XMAS and to 
Santa’s disgust ... Not a thing was 
stirring except all the dust.” 

AND THEN HE GOES ON TO 
SAY ... “when out on the lawn 
there rose such a clatter, I sprang 
from my bed to see what was the 
matter. Away to the window, I 










flew like a flash, But the dust beat 
me to it, and seeped through the 
sash.” Finally the chambers of 
commerce, hemorrhaged . . . or ..: 
Emoryaged *. . if you like it that 
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YOU'LL FIND THE OIL | 
INDUSTRY CROWD AT THE 


HOTEL MAYFAIR 


In Los Angeles it’s 
The Mayfair for business or 
} pleasure; cheerful modern 
guest rooms; dining room 
tand coffee shop; inviting 
new cocktail lounge and bar. ; 












t 
GARAGE AND PARKING § 
ADJOINING THE HOTEL §@ 


Hotel 
1256 WEST SEVENTH 
LOS ANGELES 14 
vet US KNOW AS Barty as poccrae WHEN 


Cee WAN TLL HAVE THE accommorh 
Y T READY WHEN you ARRIVE 
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way... as he said, “Then he spoke 
not a word (referring to Saint 
Nick), I thought he would bust, 
He nearly choked on our Bakers- 
field dust. And laying a finger aside 
of his nose, He blew out the dust, 
and up the chimney he rose.” 
EVEN OILMEN know the an- 
swer to many dust disturbing ques- 
tions but time and space does not 
permit anything but oil problems 
and news to be exhibited here. 
SENATOR JESS AND MAR- 
IAN DORSEY sent every oilweg, 
wigger and wagger a telegram for 
Xmas and that included the new 
year greetings which are good up 
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On Your Important Wildcats 
—Get ALL the Information 


—Save substantially in Drilling and 
Testing Expenses 


Through 
LOGGING FROM DRILL RETURNS 
Formation Logging Service Co. 


(Peters Logging Service) 
Bakersfield, Calif. 220 Haberfelde Bldg. 
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until after bill introducing time 
come the recess of the State Legis- 
lature. By the by Senator JESS 
who also represents the oilfolks or 
should, has recently suggested that 
KERN county might be the only 
big county that does not (directly) 
have a legislative ‘birdog’ to help 
initiate and officiate at the birth of 
bills that may or may not do the 
best for the County called, “Kern.” 
HOW ABOUT THIS OILWIGS. 
(NO ANS.) 


SUR:-PRLSED AND TAKEN 
BACK, were many of us to hear 
that out of five or more or (plus) 
taxperts that come this way .. . all 
are bald, balder, or baldish., Chief 
Reason ... one popular oilfirm pro- 
ducer has given birth to an 88% 
increase in his taxes come Decem- 
ber 5 1948 versus same date 1947. 


SPEAKING OF TAXPERTS 
we saw one of the “FIVE MUST 
PAY THEIRS” whom some of you 
“saintwigs” call R..I..P or just 
“RIP” ... He informed us that he 
has had to go to work. And this 
isn’t just “plum air” either. 

JIM BROWN ... what a name 

. the easiest one on earth to re- 


member ... but try and do it some- 
time. EVEN Xmas found us try- 


ing to find 2300 D Street . . . when 
all the time it should have been 
2031. Anyway JIM who works for 
GENE REID DRILLING et cet- 
era... had open house Xmas... 
and we saw him get Gene a new 
drilling contract accidentally .. . 
so we now do believe in Santa Claus 
... especially Santa clause in all 
contracts. 

WE WERE GLAD to learn that 
CCOSA ... Central California oil 
scouts were beginning the new year 
with not only a new name (old 


name San Joaquin Valley Oil 
Scouts) . . . but with new officers, 
so that we could make a story. 


TAKING over the “coring line” 
was FLOYD TINSCHER as chair- 
man and from the UNION OIL 
... Meeting chairman of CCOSA. 
BOB RIST of Standard is execu- 
tive committee chairman and A. R. 
KERR from Ohio Oil is the letter 
writer and moneybags ... IF ANY. 


OILMEN: TOLD US TODAY 


that in 1928 just 20 years ago the 
cotton crop was valued at only $4 








— Representing — 


GEARENCH MFG. CO. 
JOHNSON BLOCK CO. 
GENEAL MACHINE & WELDING WKS. 
HERCULES TOOL CO. 
GOODE EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
RICHMOND CHEMICAL CO. 


L. 7. “TED” WALTIMIRE 


Manufacturers’ Representative 
P.O. Box 1612 1221 33rd St. 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 
Phones 4-4169 — 2-8493 


Sold Exclusively Thru’ Supply Stores 











millions ... but that this year it 
is more than $40, millions.... . Farm- 
ers verified this and were almost as 
interested as Oilmen. 

ONE OF KERN county’s citi- 
zens soloed his’ first plane here 
about 20 years ago .. .: GEORGE 
ZARKOS. No one ever dreamed 
about MUROC and CHINALAKE 
which places are making U.S... *: 
World ... and county history every 
day around the clock ... 

WELCOME TO KERN: along 
with his daughter the famous SUZ- 
ANNE HOWELL “maid of cot- 
ton” girl from California, Fresno 
and Bakersfield ... IS OLIVER 
HOWELL, bigwig for the SHELL 
COMPANY in Kern County. 

RECENTLY APPOINTED 
DISTRICT MANAGER of market- 
ing .. . Oliver will supervise sales 
and deliveries of Shell products for 
South San Joaquin Valley. This ap- 
pointment coincides with SHELL’s 
Pacific Coast expansion program to- 
taling over six millions of dollars 
to improve and enlarge its market- 
ing. 





HORNKOHL LABORATORIES 


Chemical consultants in Petroleum Produc- 
tion, Testing & Core Analyses. 


Bakersfield, Calif. 
714 Truxtun Ave. 


Telephone 
8-8567 
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PREPARED FROM CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD NEWS SERVICE 


Los Angeles Basin 


Newhall Sprouts 
Numerous Derricks 


S. A. Guiberson Jr. and Allen 
Guiberson, prominent members of 
the producing and supply branches 
of the petroleum industry, are pre- 
paring to join the oil development 
campaign on the Newhall townsite. 
They have chosen tentative loca- 
tions for several drilling jobs with- 


in a radius of 1500 ft. from the 
Sherman phenomenal discovery 
well. The Guibersons also are un- 


derstood planning a drill program 
in the Placerita sector near New- 
hall. A number of new wells are 
starting in the Newhall area. They 
include R. W. Sherman’s Newhall 
Comm. No. 1-1 and No. 2-1 on Sec. 
2-3n-l6w, Eagle Oil & Refining’s 
Eagle Bishop No. 2 and Eagle No. 
3 on Sec. 34-4n-l6w, and L. M. 
Lockhart’s Miller No. 1 on Sec. 2- 
3n-l6w. Eagle Bishop No. 2 and 
Miller No. 1 have spudded and are 
drilling rapidly ahead. A bonus of 
$5000 an acre along with a 40 per 
cent royalty was reported offered 
by a large oil company for a lease 
on a 5-acre piece within 1000 ft. of 
the discovery. The landowner turn- 
ed the offer down. 


Puente Wildcat 
Drilling Ahead 


The Vanderhoof No. 1 wildcat 
well of Richfield Oil on Sec. 10-2s- 
10w in the Puente area is rece- 
menting, after seating casing on 
top of plug at 1380 ft. Total bot- 
tom is 1873 ft. Another large op- 
erating company is_ understood 
planning to explore in the area. 
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San Fernando 
Wildcat Digs 

Approximately 600 ft. from the 
San Fernando reservoir, Universal 
Consolidated is drilling at 3200 ft. 
in its Panorama Ranch No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 6-2n-15w, six miles 
southeast of the Aliso Canyon field. 


Chino Hills 
Test Working 

Grayco Oil Company’s Grayco 
No. 2 on Sec. 13-3s-8w in the Chino 
Hills of San Bernardino County 
has reached 3400 ft. and is going 
in with Zublin bit. Near the top 
of Cajon Pass, Cajon Oil’s Ray No. 
2 on Sec. 36-3n-6w is idle tempor- 
arily at 2450 ft. Chino Hills Oil’s 
Chino Hills No. KB-4 is idling at 
2056 ft. 





Long Beach 
Well Fails 

General Petroleum is pulling out 
of its Los Cerritos No. 1 on Sec. 
13-4s-13w at Long Beach. The hole 
was carried to a total depth of 11,- 
493 ft., without commercial prom- 
ise. 


Montebello 
Try Pumping 

Standard of California has com- 
pleted Baldwin No. 135 on Sec. 2- 
2s-12w at West Montebello for 18 
barrels of oil daily from 2730 ft. 
Present cut is 18 per cent. No. 136 
is drilling at 2610 ft. No. 87 on Sec. 
13-3s-llw is sidewall sampling at 
7195 ft. At East Montebello, Cen- 
tury Oil’s Century-Repetto No. 18 
on Sec. 6-2s-llw is a new well at 
3568 ft. Production is unestimated. 


Anaheim 
Try Rigs 

British-American Oil Producing 
has staked an interesting wildcat 
near Anaheim in Orange County, 
It is called Bank of America No, 
1 and is on Sec. 14-4s-10w. 





West Newport 
Project Viewed 

George C. Atha is drafting plans 
for a new well in the West New- 
port area, northwest of his New- 
land No. 12-3 discovery. Bayshore 
Oil’s Bayshore No. 5 on Sec. 18 
6s-10w has been completed on the 


pump for an unestimated yield from 
5320 ft. 


Mint Canyon 
Test Spudded 

Spudded and drilling at 500 ft. 
is S. D. M. Oil Company’s Lathrop 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 1-4n-15w in 
the Mint Canyon area of Los An 
geles County. Orvel No. 1 on the 
section has been suspended tem: 
porarily at 2500 ft. 








Newhall-Potrero 
Well On Gas Lift 

Barnsdall Oil has finaled RSF 66- 
7, a deep test on Sec. 27-4n-17w in 
the Newhall-Potrero field. The well 
flowed on gas lift 54 barrels of 28 
gravity oil a day through a 22/64 
in. bean from 14,513 ft. Initial cut 
was 1.6 per cent. If production 
finds its source at the bottom part 
of the hole, this is the deepest yield 
current in California. Low gravity 
of the crude from such an extreme 
depth is a highly interesting phase 
of the new producer. 
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Placerita Canyon 
Continues Active 


Having cemented casing at 510 
ft, C. M. S. Oil Company now is 
completing its Cook No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 19-3n-16w in the Placerita 
Canyon area. Crawford & Hiles is 
running casing to set at a point 
above plug at 1395 ft. in Aqueduct 
No. 2 on Sec. 6-3n-15w. Indian Oil 
has spudded Placerita No. 2 on 
Sec. 31-4n-15w. Newhall Refining 
Company, meanwhile, is giving the 
final touch to its Philbert No. 1 on 
the section. Casing was run to bot- 
tom at 1400 ft., with oil sands pen- 
etrated apparently redolent with 
promise. 


Santa Ana 


Test Rigging 

Honolulu Oil is rigging derrick 
to start the drill in its Bryant No. 
exploratory venture on Sec. 29-3s- 
8w in the Santa Ana Canyon area 
of Orange County. 


Aliso Canyon 
Adds Producer 


Standard of California has added 
a new producer in the Aliso Can- 
yon area. It is Standard-Sesnon No. 
1-13 on Sec. 28-3n-l6w, which is 
flowing at the rate of 678 barrels 
daily from 9175 ft. Choke is 11/64- 
in. 


Los Angeles 
Well Drills 


At East Los Angeles, Richfield 
Oil is making hole ahead below 
3350 ft. with its Edison-U.P. Unit 
No. 1 test on Sec. 16-2s-12w. 


Athens 
Job Starts 

Pacific Western is starting Ged- 
des No. 1 on Sec. 12-3s-14w near 
120th street and Raymond avenue 
in the Athens Rosecrans area. Sev- 
erns Drilling Company has carried 
Union Oil’s Kaufman No. 1 at Do- 
minguez on Sec. 20-3s-13w to pres- 
ent depth of 7500 ft., with coring 
and drilling continuing ahead. 
Union’s Morton & Sons-Union Del 
Amo No. 2 on Sec. 3-4s-13w is spot 
coring and drilling at 9030 ft. 
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A Case History 
from Baldwin Hills 
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@ This is one of two Case “SE” Oilfield Engines at the San Touis 
lease of the M.G.N. Oil Co., both working with Jensen No. 10 DC 
pumping units. Wells are of equal depth, with same sizes of tubing, 
rods, and pumps. One outfit works at 165 bbl. per day, the other 
at 105 bbl. per day. 

The flat torque-curve characteristic of Case engines enables them 
to pull as strong at reduced speed as at rated speed. This permits 
wide adjustment of pump speed, to fit the flow, without change of 
ratio between engine and pump. Fuel consumption comes down in 
proportion to speed, and long engine life is made still longer. Choice 
of 2814, 42 and 61 H.P. sizes permits good matching of engine with 
load. Let your Case oil field dealer give you complete information. 


J. I. Case Co., Racine, Wis. 











Coastal and Northern District 


Pleasant Creek 
Discovery Scene 

Shell Oil has opened a new na- 
tural gas field in the Pleasant 
Creek area of Yolo County with its 
Unit No. 3-1 on Sec. 5-8n-lw. The 
project was completed originally at 
a plugged depth of 2820 ft. for 9,- 
550,000 cubic ft. of gas daily 
through a 1-in. bean. Flow through 
a 3-in. orifice was 4,170,000 cubic 
ft. a day. Drill site is about 2% 
miles northwest of the town of Win- 
ters and 5 miles from the Shell 
owned gas field in the Winters area. 
All signs point to a field of some 
magnitude. 


Los Alamos 
Test Planned 
Southern California Petroleum 
has announced completion of a deal 
with Pacific Western for the drill- 
ing of a test well in the Los Ala- 
mos area of Santa Barbara County. 
Pacific Western will be the actual 
operator and start operations in the 
extreme southwesterly corner of the 
El Roblar Ranch. Pacific Western 
under terms of the transaction drills 
the first well without cost to South- 
ern California Petroleum for a 50 
per cent interest in 1350 acres. If 
the project terminates successfully, 
then the two companies work on a 


50-50 basis. Southern California 
Petroleum’s lease embraces 5450 
acres, with only a portion involved 
in the arrangement with Pacific 
Western. 

Santa Rosa 

Try Drills 


On Santa Rosa Island across the 
channel from Santa Barbara, Signal 
Oil & Gas, Honolulu Oil and Mac- 
co Corporation’s Tecolote No. 1 
prospect job is making hole in sand 
and shale below 2800 ft. Location 
falls on Sec. 13-2s-32w. 
Guadalupe Well 
Running Casing 

Continental Oil’s LeRoy No. 4 on 
Sec. 2-10n-36w in the Guadalupe 
area near Oceano is circulating oil 
in an effort to dislodge pipe stuck 
when casing was being run to bot- 
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tom at 2668 ft. The company’s 
Sand Dune-LeRoy No. A-1 on the 
section is shut in temporarily, fol- 
lowing completion at 2766 ft. for 
an initial yield of 80 barrels daily. 
Sespe Well 
Completing 

Merchants Petroleum Corpora- 
tion’s Bonebrake No. 1 on Sec. 6- 
4n-19w has reached a depth of 3126 
ft. and is being completed. Oil sand 
in promising amounts was cored at 
intervals in the downward descent. 
Eagle Rock Petroleum’s Eagle Rock 
No. 1 try on Sec. 36-5n-20w 
come in on the pump for a yield of 
30 barrels a day from 2168 ft. 


has 


Simi Test 
Spudded In 

R. FE. Havenstrite, operator, has 
spudded Tapo No. 1 test on Sec. 
13-3n-18w at Simi in Ventura Coun- 
ty. Miles Andrews’ Wiekhorst No. 
1 on Sec. 11-2n-18w is rigged with 
heavier equipment to drill on down 
from 3810 ft. 


Chstenedth 


Try Drills 

Near Chatsworth in Ventura 
County, Regent Oil Company is 
prospecting below 110 ft. in its 
Runkle No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 14- 
2n-18w. 


Paso Robles 
Test Starts 

3arnsdall Oil’s widening drilling 
campaign is marked by the start of 
a new wildcat southeast of Paso 
Robles in San Luis Obispo County. 
The project is called Harper No. 1 
and is on Sec. 1-27n-12w within the 
confines of the Rancho Santa Ysa- 
bel. 


McDonald Island 
Wildcat Fishing 

Universal Consolidated Oil’s Pa- 
cific States No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 
24-In-4e in the McDonald Island 
area of San Joaquin County has 
reached 5755 ft. and is fishing for 
drill pipe. The venture apparently 
has chalked up interesting gas 
showings to present depth. 


San Ardo 
Develops 

Texas Company’s F8-13 on See, 
13-23s-10e in the San Ardo area of 
Monterey County is in the comple. 
tion stage at a finishing depth of 
2430 ft. Casing was cemented at 
2092 ft. F4-13 and P4-13 are start- 
ing on the same section. Aurignac 
One No. 4 on Sec. 4-23s-10e has 
been completed at 2780 ft. and is 
pumping 60 barrels of net oil daily, 
The company is ready to spud Ro- 
senberg No. 5 on Sec. 12-22s-9. 
West of San Ardo, Shell Oil is 
drilling below 1250 ft. in its Jorg. 
ensen Unit No. 1 in Sec. 19-22s-106¢ 
on a large lease block. The Jergins- 
North American combination, 
which recently completed Orradre 
No. 116-12 on Sec. 12-23s-10e for 
200 barrels a day from 2175 ft., is 
giving the final touch to its No. 
180-12 on the section. Casing is set 
on bottom at 2295 ft. Northwest of 
San Ardo production and west of 
the river, Barnsdall Oil is drilling 
and coring below 1650 ft. in its deep- 
ening job, Ansberry No. 1, on Sec. 
2-22s-9e. The venture, which 
showed water and a trace of oil on 
original test of the interval of 115/- 
1308 ft., is destined to go to base- 
ment for a thorough look at this 
location. The company’s Echenique 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 35-2s-9e has 
been abandoned at 948 ft. 


Fillmore 
Try Rigs 

Rigging is in progress for Beesum 
Oil Company’s No. 1 try on See. 5 
5n-19w near Fillmore, Ventura 
County. Jergins Oil, meanwhile, is 
beginning work on L. & G. No. 1 
on Sec. 25-4n-19w. 


Summerland 
Try Given Up 

Showings encountered were ol 
minor importance with the result 
Loon Point Oil Company has aban- 
doned its Bailard No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 23-4n-26w at Summerland in 
Santa Barbara County. On Sec. 15- 
4n-26w, St. Anthony Oil Corpora- 
tion is ready to start the inquisitive 
drill in its Morgan Comm. No. 1. 
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los Alamos 
Well Quits 

Amerada Petroleum’s Tognazzini 
No. 1 on Sec. 14-8n-33w in the Los 
Alamos area has quit further ex- 
ploration at 8618 ft. Top Knoxville 












1 Sec, | sandstone was placed -at 8410 ft. 
rea of f An interesting test of the area is 
mple-f shout to spud on Sec. 12-7n-32w 
th of f under the banner of Seaboard Oil's 
ed at} Seaboard-Barham No. 4. 

Start- acer a 
‘ignac 
a «in AMERICAN 
nd is} Try Deeper 
daily.} Drilling is progressing at 15,700 BOLTED STEEL TANKS 
d Ro-| jt, in its Limoneria No. 1 deep test 
2s-9¢, on Sec. 9-2n-22w at North Montalvo pi ge gps mere sate on ip 
Jil is} in Ventura County. Standard’s Mc- treating liquids, or bulk materials, rely on 
Jorg- Grath No. 102-7 on Sec. 25-2n-23w American Bolted Steel Storage Tanks. De- 
2s-10e Montalvo is being finished at signed and tebsiented to suit APL-ASES 

: at g <3 specifications, they are available in sizes to 
‘gins: F 10,008 ft. The company’s Ventura meet your needs — easy to erect or dismantle 
ation, | County Mortgage Company’s No. —easy to increase or decrease in size. Write 
radre | 50-1 on Sec. 24-2n-23w is also com- today for complete information. 
€ for} pleting at 11,139 ft. 
ft., is eles 
; No. 
is set | Four Deer 
est of | Adds Well 
St Ol} Sunray Oil Corporation’s No. 11 
illing {on Sec. 4-8n-33w has been com- 
deep} pleted on the pump for a yield of 

Sec. % barrels daily from 5030 ft. No. 
vhich 12 on the section is making hole at 
il ont 4675 ft. No. 4 is rigged and ready 

I157-F io spud. The wells are in the Four 
— Deer field in Santa Barbara Coun- 
rique . 
» has anki 

Zaca Well 
Producing 


2sum 
c. 5- 


On the Chamberlin Ranch in the 
Zaca area, Tide Water Associated 
has brought to successful conclu- 
sion its No. 12 on Sec. 33-8n-3lw. 









ituraf The well came in from 4674 ft. 

le, isf yielding 240 barrels of oil daily. 

Jo. 14 The company has plans drawn for Bardsdale Total bottom is 6600 ft. Douglas 
a6-in. pipeline from the area to the Well Digs No. 19 on the section is drilling at 


Gaviota tank farm and marine load- 
ing station. 


Cleveland Oil is drilling below 
5200 ft. in its Elkins No. 4 on Sec. 
7-3n-19w in the old Bardsdale field. 
The well probably will finish around 





6500 ft. 


Santa Fe Springs 
Drilling Listed 


e ol 

osult a 7200 ft. in the deep zone. The 27-year old Santa Fe Springs 
ban- ° . field has listed two new grass root 
t on} On Sec. 24-3s-10w in the East Cat Canyon jobs. They are Union Oil’s Alex- ~ 
d in| Coyote field, Hathaway Company Well Pumps ander Bell No. 2 and No. 107 on 
_ 15-98 drilling Anaheim Union Water Pumping initially 300 barrels a Sec. 6-3s-1lw. The company’s No. 
ora- | No. 25 at 3206 ft. Union Oil’s Gra- day, Douglas Oil of California has 81 on Sec. 31-2s-llw is reaming, 
‘tive {ham Loftus No. 60 on Sec. 13-32s-  finaled Los Flores No. 12 on Sec. with hole bottomed at 6634 ft. Elec- 
1. |l0w is digging deeper at 4440 ft. 22-9n-33w in the Cat Canyon field. tric log has been run. 


j/ORLD 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Paloma Field 
Big Well Scene 


Western Gulf has completed an 
excellent well on the Los Angeles 
Club property in the Paloma field. 
The well, Paloma Unit No. 78-1 on 
Sec. 1-32s-26e, came in from a fin- 
ishing depth of 11,794 ft. flowing at 
the rate of 1440 barrels daily on a 
half hour gauge. Two oil sand in- 
tervals were apparently opened at 
11,083-11,467 ft. and 11,592-11,792 
ft. More than 50 ft. of possible pro- 
ductive Symons zone evidently was 
blanked off behind pipe for the 
present time. On the northeastern 
flank of the field, Superior Oil has 
uncovered much of interest in go- 
ing to 14,486 ft. with its Anderson 
No. 56-35 on Sec. 35-31s-26e. The 
company is credited with finding 
sands below the normal producing 
zones in most other wells in the 
field. Several other holes, however, 
found these sands in recent months, 
but due to their characteristic tight- 
ness were not inclined to yield 
commercially. At any rate, Super- 
ior at last reports was still testing 
its well and proper evaluation will 
await the final outcome of the proj- 
ect. 

Guijarral Hills 
Well Completed 

Barnsdall Oil has completed its 
Allison No. 84-34-1 on Sec. 34-20s- 
16e, one-half mile north of the dis- 
covery well at Guijarral Hills in 
Fresno County. Present yield is 
261 barrels daily through a 16/64- 
in. choke. Total depth is 8773 ft. 
Finishing of the well followed by 
only a few days a successful com- 
pletion by Barnsdall of its Dessel 
No. 31-2-1 on Sec. 2-21s-16e, one 
location south of the discovery. The 
well flowed 960 barrels daily from 
8915 ft., with a quarter-inch bean 
in use. 

Gorman Test 
Interesting 


Of more than ordinary interest is 
Pine Canyon Oil Company’s test 
well drilling below 850 feet in the 
Gorman area. Location is at the 
crest of the Ridge route, midway 
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between Los Angeles and Bakers- 
field on Sec. 25-8n-18w. The com- 
pany holds several thousand acres 
in the area. The well, known as 
Davidson No. 1 is about 5 miles 
southwest of the little town of Gor- 
man. 
Buttonwillow 
Gas Try Digs 

The Buttonwillow area in Kern 
County is the scene of a deeper pool 
gas test sponsored by Standard of 
California. The well, No. 27-6 on 
Sec. 5-28s-23e, is drilling below 
3000 ft. 
Middle Dome 
Test Deeper 


In the Middle Dome area of Ket- 
tleman Hills, Middle Dome Cor- 
poration continues to drill steadily 
ahead at 9756 ft. with its No. 52- 
30V test on Sec. 30-23s-19e, Kings 
County. Standard’s No. 68 on Sec. 
4-24s-19e is making hole at 7600 ft. 
In the South Dome area, the com- 
pany has reached 12,940 ft. with 
S.F. & F.L. No. 4-2 on Sec. 12-25s- 
19e. 

Cuyama Valley 
Still Widening 

Richfield Oil continues to score 
good completions in various sectors 
at Cuyama Valley. Quality B No. 
43-31 on Sec. 31-11n-27w has been 
completed at 3110 ft. for a current 
vield of 361 barrels daily through a 
16/64-in. bean. No. 44-31 on the 
section finished at 3269 ft. for a 
present yield of 260 barrels a day 
through a 32/64-in. orifice. Quality 
A No. 32-31 on the section finished 
at 3050 ft. and now is putting out 
396 barrels a day under restrictions 
of a 16/64-in. choke. No. 42-31 is 
producing 376 barrels from 3025 ft. 
A No. 76-31 was completed at 3230 
ft. for an estimated initial output of 
1400 barrels a day and shut in. Oil 
flowed through a half-inch bean. 
Two miles northwest of Richfield 
production, Southern California Pe- 
troleum Corporation is coring at 
2800 ft. with its Joice No. 1 on Sec. 
24-11n-28w. A formation test of the 
interval of 2654-2692 ft. recovered 


mostly salt water and a trace of oil, 
Success of the well would prove up 
several locations for Southern Cal- 
ifornia Petroleum. Both Richfield 
and Hancock are adjacent acreage 
holders. The Joice venture is 650 
ft. northeast of the Schlauderman 
No. 1, which Richfield abandoned 
some weeks ago because it encoun- 
tered a faulted condition. Barnes & 
Shadrick Core Drilling Company's 
Landry No. 1 on Sec. 14-10n-28w 
has reached 2619 ft. and is running 
electric log. Eagle Oil & Refining 
Company is about to start the drill 
in No. 1 on Sec. 26-11n-29w. Han- 
cock Oil is redrilling at 2800 ft. in 
Quality No. 45-31 on Sec. 31-11n- 
27w, after setting whipstock at 2629 
ft. Total bottom is 3850 ft. The 
company is preparing to drill its 
Wood Callahan No. 1 on Sec. 25- 
11n-28w. 
San Benito 
Try Progresses 

Regent Oil Company’s Baumgart- 
ner No. 1 exploratory hole on See, 
26-17s-9e near Bittersweet in San 
Benito County is drilling on down 
near 1500 ft. The project is cred- 
ited with some showings. 
Tejon Well 
Flowing Oil 

When Ridge Hill Oil Company 
finaled Ridge Hill-Tejon No. 34-9 
well at Tejon it chalked up the best 
producer to date in the immediate 
area. Drilled to a total bottom of 
2702 ft., the well started off flowing 
at the rate of 150 barrels a day of 
18.5 gravity oil through an 8/64-in. 
orifice. R. W. Schoettler is presi- 
dent and Lou Heintz geologist of 
the company. Several offset jobs 
are in view. About a mile and one- 
half southwest of Tejon Hills pro- 
duction, Steele Petroleum Company 
has abandoned its Roco No. 1 on 
Sec. 15-11n-18w. 





Blackwells Corner 
Exploration Due 

Independent Exploration is be- 
ginning work on Ryan No. 1 wild 
cat at Blackwells Corner on See. 
36-26s-18e, Kern County. It is 330 
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;, north and 990 ft. east from the 
guthwest corner of the section. 





Gould Hills 
Test Drilling 


Drilling shale below 2750 ft. is the 
present operational stage of the Mc- 
Carthy Oil & Gas Company Rich- 
ardson No. 46 at Gould Hills on 
Sec, 7-29s-2le, Kern County. 





Carrizo Plains 
Wildcat Failure 


On the Carrizo Plains in San Luis 
Obispo County, Union Oil has 
stopped its search for new oil at 
3722 ft. with its Wreden No. 1 on 
Sec. 17-29s-17e. One mile west, the 
company is commencing to drill 
Wreden No. 2 on Sec. 16-29s-17e. 
Elmer C. Von Glahn’s Soda Lake 
No. 1 on Sec. 12-31s-19e is drilling 
several hundred feet below grass 
roots. In the Panorama Hills of San 
Luis Obispo County, Western Gulf 
has abandoned its BAC-US No. 1 
wildcat test on Sec. 8-31s-2le. The 
hole was carried to a total depth of 
4814 ft., where it was bottomed in 
gray shale. Showings evidently 
found in the well were of little con- 
sequence. The company is drilling 
anew wildcat at Maricopa Flats in 
Kern County. It is Birch Ranch No. 
lon Sec. 7-11n-23w, which has 
tools below 1850 ft. 





Round Mountain 
Wildcat Staked 


E. A. Bender has staked KCL 
No, 1 200 ft. north and a similar 
distance east from the southwest 
corner of Sec. 13-28s-28e in the 
Round Mountain area. It is south 
and a little west from Texaco’s 
KCL No. 1-13. This earlier venture 
found nothing to 2520 ft. and was 
relegated to history in February, 
1945. 

Dyer Creek 

Well Listed 


W.R. Gerard, holder of extensive 
producing properties at Santa Mar- 
i, has programmed Cairns No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 11-26s-27e near Dy- 
er Creek, Kern County. He has lo- 
tation for Gerard-Calloway No. 1 
at Cuyama Valley on Sec. 16-10n- 
Sw, Santa Barbara County. 
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Mountain View 
Well Pumping 

Independent Exploration Com- 
pany has completed a second well 
in the Mountain View area as a 
pumper. It is Porter-Day No. 2 on 
Sec. 29-30s-29e, which established 
an initial yield of 150 barrels daily 
from 5039 ft. 


Famosa 
Try Quits 

Following a final check with elec- 
tric log, Morton & Sons has aban- 
doned at 7000 ft. its Bender-West 
No. 1 on Sec. 20-27s-26e in the Fa- 
mosa area of San Joaquin Valley. 
Bacon Hills 
Try Whipping 

Seaboard Oil is drilling off whip- 
stock set at 5960 ft. in its No. 37-21 
extension test on Sec. 21-28s-20e 
in the Bacon Hills area of Kern 
County. Total bottom is 8579 ft., 
with plug at 6186 ft. 





Shale Point 
Try Drilling 

In the Shale Point area, Fay 
Wright, Operator, is drilling at 
2000 ft. in O’Kay No. 1 explorer on 
Sec. 32-27s-19e. The project prob- 
ably will look at all formations to a 
minimum depth of 2800 ft. 





Mount Poso 
Test Starts 

Sunset Oil Company has spudded 
and is drilling rapidly through the 
shallower formations with its Sun- 
set No. 27-2 on Sec. 27-26s-28e in 
the Mount Poso area. The well is 
a short distance southeast of the 
company’s Sunset No. 27-1, which 
was drilled and abandoned a year 
ago at 1100 ft. West of Mount 
Poso, Providential Development 
Company is commencing work on 
a wildcat test called Providential- 
Hooper No. 1 on Sec. 36-26s-27e. 


McVan Venture 
Tests Shut Off 


General Drilling Company at last 
reports was interrogating water 
shut off on the 9-in. casing set at 
1128 ft. in its Fitzhugh-USL No. 
C-4 at MecVan on Sec. 14-27s-27e, 
Kern County. Total depth is 1165 
t., with top oil sand at 1140 ft. 





Ap QUENE” 


$é2: 


ji LJs 


PLUG VALVES 
ELIMINATE 
VALVE LUBRICATION 
WORRIES 


RENFRO 
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Los Angeles 21, Calif. 
TRinity 4023 
Live Oak 
Try Drills 
Drilling is near 1300 ft. in Rain- 
bow Petroleum’s Rainbow No. 2 


prospect well on Sec. 14-10n-19w 
in the Live Oak area, Kern Coun- 
ty. Electric log was run to 940 ft. 
and the project sidewall sampled. 
The well has showed oil on the cir- 
culating ditch at a number of oc- 
casions. 


Gosford 
Try Digs 

Two miles northeast of the Gree- 
ley field, Hancock Oil Company is 
drilling at 2000 ft. with its KCL 
No. 85-23 on Sec. 23-30s-26e in the 
Gosford area, where the company 


recently scored a new discovery. 
Superior Oil’s Pitts No. 14-24 on 


Sec. 24-30s-26e is rigged up and 
ready to take the first bite of 
ground. 

Dr. Henry Storch, chief of the 


research and development branch, 
Office of Synthetic Fuels, U. S. Bu- 
reau of Mines, announces that the 
Government is working out a new 
and less expensive process of ex- 
tracting liquid fuel from coal and 
gas. 
nical procedures is foreseen by the 
scientist as resulting in a much 


A combination of several tech- ~ 


cheaper process in making synthe- 
tic liquid fuels and gas. 
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Salesman: Good morning, ma’am, 
may I see your husband? 

Wife: He’s away on business for 
three weeks. 

Salesman (taking another look at 
gorgeous wife): May I come in and 
wait? 





Patient: I suppose the operation 
will be dangerous, doctor? 

Doctor: Nonsense! You couldn't 
buy a dangerous operation for forty 
dollars. 

A Quaker heard a strange noise 
in his house at night. He found a 
burglar busily at work. The burg- 
lar departed hastily when the Quak- 
er walked in with his gun and said, 
“Friend, I would do thee no harm 
for the world and all that is in it, 
but thou standest where I am about 
to shoot.” 





After spending two days and 
nights in a hotel bedroom, waiting 
for clear weather in order to con- 
tinue ferrying an airplane to Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, I was quite 
bored. 

To relieve the tedium I opened 
the Gideon Bible that had been 
placed in my room. Pasted on the 
inside cover was a sheet which said, 
“If you are lonely and discouraged, 
read Psalms 23 and 27. 

I turned to the 23rd Psalm and 
read it through. Turning the page 
to read the 27th Psalm, I noticed 
a pencilled note in the margin, writ- 
ten in a scrawled feminine hand. 
“If you are still lonely,” it said, 
“phone 1864.” 

Doctor: Nine out of ten patients 
die during this operation. Can I do 
anything for you before we start? 

Patient: Yes. Just help me with 
my hat and coat. 





“Do you know any reliable rule 
for estimating the cost of living?” 

“Yes. Take your income, what- 
ever that might be, and add 25 per 
cent.” 
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“Well, well. So you're signed up 
as captain on the good ship Matri- 
mony.” 

“Nope, only second mate. I mar- 
ried a widow.” 

“Why do you always flirt with 
waitresses ?” 

“I’m playing for big steaks.” 

Woman: I want to buy a 
hat for my husband. 

Salesman: Slouch? 

Woman: I'll say he is. 


new 


Husband: Well, my dear, I’ve 
carried you safely over the rough 
places of life, haven't I? 


Wife: 


Yes, I don’t think you 
missed one. 
“IT was so cold last night I 


couldn’t sleep. I just lay there and 
shivered.” 
“Did your teeth chatter?” 
“T dunno. We don’t sleep toge- 
ther.” 


Foreman: Didn’t you get my let- 
ter firing you? 

Worker: Yup. But on the enve- 
lope it said: “Return in five days.” 


Son: What does the word “Chauf- 
fer” mean? 

Dad: That’s the name given to 
the driver of a motor car. 

Son (after a moment’s thought) : 
That wasn’t the name you gave to 
the driver of the car that nearly 
ran Over us yesterday. 


“Hey, Pop! Whatcha doin’—kis- 
sin’ the maid?” 

“Bring me my glasses, son. I 
thought it was your mother.” 





Professor: Didn’t you have a 
brother in this class last year? 

Student: No, sir, it was I. I’m 
taking this course over again. 

Professor: Extraordinary resem- 
blance, though, éxtraordinary ! 


Dying man: To each man who 
has worked for me 20 years, I be 
queath $5,000. 

Lawyer: But you haven't been 
in business 20 years. 

Dying man: I know, but it’s good 
publicity. 


ea 





Maximum Output, 
--Minimum Cost 


For 29 years, Jensen Pumping 
Units have been giving pro- 
ducers maximum output at 
minimum cost. The low initial 
cost made possible through 
precision mass production, the 
efficient use Jensens make of 
power, and years of trouble- 
free operaion add up to pump- 
ing performance that reduces 
production costs ... increases 
profits. 


No producer can afford to 
poss up the facts available at 
all Jensen dealers, or the free 
literature sent upon request 
from Coffeyville. Write, wire 
or phone today. 

Stocked by 

THE OIL TOOL CORPORATION 

3075 Cherry Ave., Long Beach, Calif 
Phone 481-81 


ENSEN 


BROTHERS MFG. CO. 


COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS, U.S.A. 


EXPORT OFFICE: 50 Church St., 
New York City 
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Rugged, New Oilfield 
Engine Made by Onan 

Built for continuous heavy-duty 
service on tough oil field pumping 
jobs, a new 2-cylinder air-cooled 
pumping engine, to be known as 
th OILFIELDER, has been an- 
nounced by D. W. Onan & Sons 
Inc., Minneapolis, Minn. 


C-2583-¢ 


1,000 inch 


Developing 
torque with a 960-foot piston speed, 
the OILFIELDER engine is rated 
at 54% horsepower continuous duty 


pound 


(by API formula). Engine speed 
on this full-pressure lubricated en- 
gine is reduced to 525 RPM at PTO 
by a 4-to-1 reduction gear. 
Standard equipment for this en- 
gine, Model CK-4T Specification 49 
includes stellite exhaust valves and 
seats, extra-large oil bath air clean- 
er, variable speed governor control 
and an over-center dry disc clutch. 
Gas-gasoline carburetion with sec- 
ondary regulator permits operation 
on both gasoline or natural gas. 
An unusually large oil sump (4 
quarts) has the unique feature of 
adrain and fill plug on both sides. 
The engine is air-cooled by an 
axial-flow blower eliminating cost- 
ly maintenance problems and win- 
ler freeze-up worries. High tension 
Magneto ignition assures easy man- 
wal starting by means of a pull rope. 
(A special self-rewinding Readi- 
Pull Starter can be supplied on or- 


der), 
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Dimensions of the OILFIELD- 
IER: Length (including shaft) 24- 
Y4”, width 2814”, height 233%”. Net 
weight: 160 pounds. 

For specific information on Mod- 
el CK-4T Specification 49, write for 
Form A-222. Other OILFIELDER 
models available for diesel starting, 
transfer pumps and other applica- 
tions. 


Schlumberger Opens 
67th Branch 

Schlumberger Well Surveying 
Corporation has recently opened its 
67th field branch service office in 
Eastland, Texas, Roger Henquet, 
Vice President and General Man- 
ager of Schlumberger, announced 
recently. 

Mr. Henquet, and R. D. Ford, 
Public Relations Manager, flew to 
Kastland for opening day activities 
in connection with the new branch 
opening. 

IE. H. Culbertson, formerly in the 
Wichita Falls, Texas, area 
Schlumberger, was promoted to 
District Manager and will be in 
charge of the Eastland operation. 


for 


J. S. Fluor, Jr. Dissolves 
Fluor-Lewis Co. 

Countless friends throughout the 
oil industry will be interested to 
learn that J. S. “Si” Fluor, Jr. has 
announced the dissolution of the 
Fluor-Lewis Company, effective 
immediately. Mr. Fluor, associated 
for many years with his late bro- 
ther, Peter, in the management and 
ownership of the Fluor Corpora- 
tion, severed his connections there 
some two years ago and with Mr. 
Lewis established a company to 
represent E. B. Badger & Sons, en- 
gineers and contractors to the oil 
industry. 

The Fluor-Lewis operations cov- 
ered the entire Pacific Coast and 
practically all of Mr. Fluor’s time 
has been devoted to promotion of 
this company and to other outside 
interests. 





In announcing the dissolution of 
the Fluor-Lewis Company, no im- 
mediate plans are given by Mr. 
Fluor. It is known that he has 
large agricultural interests in the 
southern part of the state and that 
he also retains a stock interest in 
the Fluor Corporation. Whether 
he will retire from active business, 
or announce a new connection of 
interest to the oil industry in gen- 
eral, will probably be decided in 
the next several months. 


Macco Takes Over California 
Distribution of Lube Seal 


Mr. John Robinson, manager of 
the Drilling Fluid Division of Mac- 
co Corporation, Paramount, Cali- 
fornia, announces that Macco has 
been appointed the exclusive Calli- 
fornia distributor of Lube Seal com- 
pletion fluid manufactured by the 
Oil Well Chemical & Materials 
Company of Long Beach, Califor- 
nia. 

Macco Lube Seal is an emulsify- 
ing agent for preparing emulsion 
muds, a new addition to the com- 
plete line of Macco rotary muds 
and chemical additives available to 
California operators. 

According to the manufacturer, 
muds treated with Macco Lube Seal 
completion fluid have 85-90% less 
water loss than untreated muds; de- 
posit softer, thinner, more easily de- 
composed filter cake on the oil sand; 
make possible excellent electric logs 
with low resistivity curves; reduce 
the necessity of re-cementing water 
strings, as truer bore holes are ob- 
tained; do not impair permeability 
or porosity of productive zones; and 
serve as an ideal lubricant giving 
longer life to bit bearings. 


Macco field service men are avail- 
able at all times in the Los Angeles 
Basin, Ventura and Bakersfield, to 
offer technical assistance to users 
of Macco rotary muds and chemical 
additives. 


Page 31 








Bell and Burden 
Introduce New Rig 


Bell and Burden, drilling contrac- 
tors who are drilling the Grubb 
well, No. A-11 on the Continental 
lease at Ventura, are introducing 
to Western operators the new Beth- 
lehem MHydrodrive Drilling Rig. 
This modern dual-engine draw 
works is completely designed for 
rotary drilling to 7500 ft. 

The unit is rugged, simple and 
stall-free, and transmits its engine 
power to the draw works through 
hydraulic torque-converters and di- 
rect-acting air clutches. One of the 
features is the range of speed and 
power ratios that automatically 
gives the unit the smoothness and 
flexibility of steam operation. 

Also for the first time the Wau- 
kesha Diesels (WAKDU-200) are 
employed to each tandem both on 
the draw works and on the mud 
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Bell and Burden Drilling Crew on Grubb Well A-ll. Left to Right: Bud Taggari 
Pusher; Pinky Ratzleff, Driller; M. D. Bohanan, Derrick; Carl Buker, Mechanic; Les Reed, 
Floorman; R. L. Nelson, Floorman; Leo Moore, Cathead. 





Bethlehem 300 Mud Pump Direct Driven by two 200 hp Waukesha Wakdu-Diesels. 


pumps. The pump drive is direct 
tandem driven while the draw 
works is driven through to torque- 
converters. 

The derrick is 129 ft. Emsco can- 
tilever with bulge and the substruc- 
ture is also Emsco made. 


Shell Oil’s new gas discovery well 
at Winters in Yolo County was a 
contract job with Gene Reid Drill- 
ing, Inc. 
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Hydra-Line Market Survey 
Determines Oil Men's 
Preference in Rig Design 

The Hydra-Line Division of 
Johnston Enterprises, who have in- 
troduced the new Mason “nestable 
tube” hydraulic principle, have gone 
the whole way in advanced plan- 
ning in finding out the trade’s likes 
and dislikes with respect to mach- 
inery now in use, and preference 
in types and designs of new equip- 
ment. 








Carl Engelmohr, Sales Engineer. 
ing Manager, and his assistants 
have just completed one of the 
most comprehensive market sur 
veys ever made in the oil industry 
covering every major producing 
area except the Appalachians, in 
which customers decided the de- 
sign and type of service they want- 
ed from Hydra-Line Rigs. The fol- 
lowing questions were asked: (I) 





Personal Interviews Were Made 


How many different models and 
designs should be made of drilling, 
servicing (rod and tubing) work 
over, pumping and pumping-pulling 
rigs? (2) How many of each mode 
would be required and in what or 
der? (3) Where a choice of con 
ponents is possible, notably motive 
power, what makes are most in de: 
mand? The results of this survey 
will determine Hydra-Line’s desigi 
policy, production schedules, anf 
tentatively locate plant operations 
sales offices and service centers. 
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‘ail Here’s an economical way to reduce 
A wear on expensive equipment. Protect your links, 
swivel bail, and swivel from constant pounding 
with this new, low-priced LINK BUMPER. 
Made from tough wear-resistant rubber, this 
gsadlipcar e link away from “rs swivel 
ail and swivel to prevent wear at those two 
SR inerable itd ie pitti Levene and POPULAR SIZES AVAILABLE 
pamper = to get double wear from each Size Dia. Jausail Bumper Code 
‘ Link Link Bumper Dia. Name 
These Patterson-Ballagh Link Bumpers are easy Sat longi 
to install. Each bumper is cut on one side as 134" 234" 12” 734!" BAILEE 
ide shown in the enlarged view. The bumper is 2/4"! 27/4" 1134” 734" BAILOR 
quickly snapped over the link at swivel body 234" 32" 1136” 7%" BAILMENT 
ls andf height and made secure with clamps at each 
rilling’ end. Streamlined shape with recessed clamp pre- 
; vents catline and equipment from being fouled. Link Bumpers more than pay for themselves by saving expensive 
work equipment from needless wear. Ask your Patterson-Ballagh man 
pulling about these new bumpers and then install a set on your links. 
model , 
hat or 
f con 
motive ”P, 
in de; 1. 
survey DIVISION OF BYRON JACKSON CO. 
—< LINK BUMPERS 
-atioie Main Office: 1900 East 65th Street, Los Angeles 1, California 







6247 Navigation Blvd., Houston 11, Texas @ 808 Graybar Bldg., New York 17, N. Y. © 330 Russ Bldg., San Francisco 4, Calif. 
T. I. P. S. A., Santiago-Del Estero 286, Buenos Aires, Argentina @ H. F. Towler, 9 Cavendish Square, London WI, England. 
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POWERFUL. A 5.3 hp vane-type air motor drives the new instant reversal of the Tong ...no awkward moves...no neces- 
owairmatic Tubing Tong through a two-speed transmission sity to disconnect any parts. Easy reversal of the Powairmatic 
chain drive. The motor, largest of its type available, and adds convenience to testing for collar or tubing leaks. 

cient drive assembly make the Powairmatic Tubing Tong Can be used as a light rotary table. For drilling ratholes. 
most efficient and powerful power tong on the market. Clean-out work. Inside cutting. For any light job... the design 
of the API chain drive and proper positioning of the high-qual- 


RUNIFORM TORQUE. There's no guessing with the Powair- ity bearings and sprockets maintain constant rotating speed. 


ic. The motor drives the tool at 16 rpm in low gear... 
lops over 3980 ft Ibs of torque at 90 psi for positive “make- 
or “break-out.” 


OIL BATH LUBRICATION. Transmission and drive are enclosed 

in an oil bath, assuring proper lubrication for high-speed 

rotating parts. Standard alemite fittings for all other lubri- 
cation points. 


INTERCHANGEABLE JAWS. Separate jaws and bushings 
are provided for tubing or drill 
pipe from 2” through 314” O.D. 
Simple removal of one pin 
permits exchange of jaws 
and bushings. Full-length 
dies eliminate wobble and 
insure uniform grip with- 
3 out slipping or crimping. 
K&, Write for complete infor- 
mation on the new BJ Pow- 
airmatic Tubing Tong. The 
Powairmatic is available 
now. 


“SPINNING-UP”. Wells get back in production much 
with the Powairmatic. Time is saved. Money is saved. 
element of fatigue is reduced. “Spinning-up” in high 

at 60 rpm with 1062 ft Ibs of torque, the new 

Powairmatic Tubing Tong saves up to 20 

utes per round-trip on short strings! 


VERSATILE. There’s no throttle guesswork 
lign the jaw openings. More time is saved 
Powairmatic with its automatic posi- 

ing valve and cam which aligns auto- 
ically for swinging on and off the 
Ideal for wet jobs. A spring- 
roll-over hanger provides 
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MEANS ENGINEERED OIL TOOLS 


Byron Jackson Co. 


Since 1872 
MAIN OFFICE AND PLANT, LOS ANGELES 54, CALIF. 


To reverse the tong, just roll it over. Mid-Continent Office and Plant, Houston 1, Texas 
Export Office, New York 17, New York 
Branches in All Principal Oil Fields 




























CUTTING DOWN ON 
AIRS WITH HUGHES 
WELD ‘SLIM-HOLE' 


JOINTS” 






“For my money the Hughes flash-welding process has made the ‘slim- 
hole’ type of drill stem, practical. This connection design develops the 
full strength of pipe, and no ‘bore-restricting’ pipe to tool joint 
threaded connections are needed .. . it’s another example of a Hughes 


‘Engineered Solution’ for every drilling problem.” 


) HUGHES tee, company 
EDStandard of the Sndutliy 
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